To:      SSG-WI Planning Work Group

From:   Dean Perry, Chair PWG

Topic: Funding the 2004-05 PWG Study Program

As you are aware, we have now initiated the process to update the SSG-WI production simulation database in preparation for running the 2004-05 SSG-WI Study Program.  Last year, we depended primarily upon PacifiCorp staff to do the technical database and study work.  It is not appropriate for SSG-WI to continue to ask PacifiCorp to provide this support at no cost.  Therefore, this year, we plan to make this a joint collaborative regional effort in order to lessen the burden on any one entity.

Those who have indicated they can provide manpower resources to this year’s effort are Pacificorp, CaISO, BPA and WECC staff.  We encourage others who would like to provide manpower support to contact me and we will make the necessary arrangements.

The PWG has decided to use the ABB Grid View program this year.  This is because the two major manpower contributors, Pacificorp and CaISO, already have licenses to this program.  BPA and WECC do not have licenses to the program.  WECC has formed a Task Force to recommend a program for WECC’s procurement on a longer-term basis for its use when WECC assumes responsibility for maintenance and administration of the region’s production simulation database.  Use of the Grid View program is an interim measure for SSG-WI, to enable the above pooled resources to most expeditiously move forward with this year’s program.   

BPA and WECC will be required to obtain the program to help with the database work. We have received indications from both WECC and BPA that they will not have funds available for procurement of the ABB Grid View program.  They have both indicated that they can provide manpower resources to support the effort, but this will require them to have a license to run the Grid View program.  

In order for the SSG-WI study effort to be a truly regional effort, we propose that those not supplying manpower resources instead provide dollar support.  Specifically the dollar support would be used to fund WECC’s and BPA’s procurement costs for the program.  This is a low cost way for all who are participating in and benefiting from the SSG-WI work to help defray some of the costs of those who have in-house technical expertise and who have agreed to provide manpower support.  The cost of the program is expected to be $25,000 per license, for a total of $50,000.  Because at this time SSG-WI has no budget to cover this cost, it is propoosed that the cost be covered by voluntary contributions from those entities who are participating in the SSG-WI PWG effort.  We propose that each entity contribute a minimum of $5,000 to the effort.  We need at least ten volunteers to reach our goal.  

The funds will be used only for procurement of the Grid View program for WECC and BPA.   The program will only be used to update the SSG-WI database and to run SSG-WI studies in 2004 and 2005.  The program license will expire following this work, expected to be completed by June 2005.  WECC and BPA will not use their license of the Grid View program for any internal work.

Could you discuss this within your company and come to the November 16, 2004 SSG-WI Planning WG meeting prepared to discuss this proposal.  If possible, we would like an indication of whether your company could support this effort.  We need to see if there is sufficient funding support to enable us to implement the database update and study program effort this year.  

The basic question is, would your company provide $5,000 to support this year’s database update and study effort?

