To: SSG-WI Model Improvement Group and Technical Support Group members

Re: A proposal to hold an "OPF Vendor Workshop"
Hello everyone;

A suggestion was made at the March 2, 2004 SSG-WI PWG Technical Support Group (TSG) Meeting to conduct a vendor workshop as a first step in addressing needed model improvements identified in our October 2003 “Framework for Expansion of the WI Transmission System” Report.

Therefore, I would like to schedule a phone conference of the Model Improvement Group (MIG) this week to get your input on "whether, how and when" to conduct a vendor workshop to focus on the sundry of technical issues relating to OPF modeling, including such topics as model inputs, outputs, basic formulation technique, stochastic modeling capabilities, hydro modeling capabilities, representation of market power/gaming, strengths, weaknesses, etc of the various commercial software products in use today.  

The TSG is already in the process of designing another two-day workshop for the June or July period that will focus on the broader subject material of the "Economic Assessment of Transmission Additions."   During the March 2 meeting the TSG decided to recommend to the PWG to move forward with an educational process aimed at enhancing our understanding of the tools and analytical techniques employed in long term transmission planning.  The purpose of the two-day TSG workshop is to educate SSG-WI members and other interested parties on the broader subject material of how economic study results, like the ones SSG-WI produces, can be interpreted, and to raise a number of policy issues such as how to calculate benefits for an individual project participant.

The vendor workshop would bring model vendors and users together in a more technical format that focuses on the models - what they do - and how they do it.   

On our conference call we can discuss the proposed agenda as shown below. 

Proposed MIG phone conference agenda 

A) Whether there is a need for this type of workshop.

And if we decide there is a need...

B) Identify the purpose, objectives and content of workshop.

C) Develop a rough agenda, framework and schedule for the workshop 

D) Discuss process for identifying which vendors to invite.  
Please note that the next Planning Work Group meeting "could" be held as early as Monday, April 5 so it would be best if our phone conference meeting occurred sometime this week. I would suggest the conference call be scheduled for Wed March 17 @1PM PST .  

Sincerely;

Dennis Phillips

Chairman Model Improvement Group

(503) 230-5062  dwphillips@bpa.gov    

