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Transmission Planning and Wind in the Western US

Workshop Organized by the National Wind Coordinating Committee in Cooperation with Regional Stakeholders

Location:  
San Diego, CA
Date:  


February 26-27, 2004

Purpose:  
To answer the following questions related to wind generation and transmission system policy and planning:


· Why do we need to pay attention to wind when we develop transmission system rules and policies?  

· What is different about the interaction of wind energy and the electric power system?  
· What transmission planning activities are going on right now in the West?  Who is doing what, and where?  

· How does the current transmission related policy discussion relate to the wind market?  

· What can be done with transmission rules and policies so that wind and conventional energy sources are treated comparably?  

 

Day One:  Thursday, February 26, 2004
1:00 – 2:00
Registration 
1:45 – 2:00   
Introductions




 

· Participant introductions

· What are your objectives for this meeting?
· Review purpose of workshop

· Review and adopt agenda

Session I:  What is the Context for this NWCC Western Transmission Workshop? 
Objective:  Review results of first Western Transmission Workshop and provide answers to the first two questions under the Purpose above.  

2:00 – 2:30
The Problem Statement – Charlie Smith, UWIG/Nexgen
Session II:  What is the Status of Wind Development and Regional Planning Activities in the West?
Objective:  Determine what wires and transmission policies are needed to expand wind development in the West and explore efforts underway to coordinate needed activities in the region.

2:30 – 3:45 
Wind Development Potential in the West
· Interior West Clean Energy Plan

· Activities of Western business groups

· Integrating utility IRP into regional plans

· BLM EIS

· What’s the message from WAPA, BPA, DOE/NREL/WPA?

3:45 – 4:00 
Break

4:00 – 5:15
Determining the Need for New Wires in the West 
· Update on Seams Steering Group – Western Interconnection (SSG-WI) planning process 
· Sub-regional transmission planning efforts

· Utah-Wyoming Study (RMATS)

· Northwest Transmission Planning (NTAC)

· Southwest Transmission Planning (STEP)

· Central Arizona Transmission System (CATS)

· Nevada Transmission for Wind Project

· Public Renewables Partnership - PIER Grant AC DC Transmission Study                            

· AWEA Wind Pipeline
5:15 – 5:30
Review of the Day and Preparation for Day Two
5:30

Adjourn

6:00 

Reception for Meeting Participants

Day Two:  Friday, February 27, 2004

7:30 – 8:00
Continental Breakfast

8:00 – 8:30
Convening 

· Review of Day Two Agenda 

· Insights and Lessons Learned from Day One Discussion
Session III: What Principles Should Guide Transmission Planning?
Objective: Present NWCC Transmission Planning Principles as a context for the transmission expansion planning process and the discussion that follows .  
8:30 – 9:00 
Presentation of NWCC Transmission Planning Principles
· Governance

· Scope

· Process: environmental externalities and risk metrics

· The role of energy efficiency and the demand side


Session IV: What Transmission Policies are Needed?  Efficient Use of the Existing System with New Transmission Products
Objective: Review non-wires alternatives and identify opportunities to encourage wind power implementation

9:00 – 9:45  
Review of the Problem Statement:  Persistent and New Barriers to Wind in the West

9:45 – 10:00
Break

10:00 – 12:15  
Panel Discussion: Perspectives on Regulatory and Operational Policies and Practices to Address Barriers 
Viewpoints from:

· Bonneville Power Administration

· Western Area Power Administration

· PacifiCorp

· American Wind Energy Association

· California ISO

· Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

· TBD
12:15 – 1:00 
Lunch

Session V: How Can We Ensure Comparable Treatment for Wind and Conventional Resources?    

Objectives: 1) Identify priority issues that are not currently addressed by existing entities.


2) Identify concrete actions that can be taken to ensure comparable treatment for wind and conventional energy resources. 
1:00 – 2:15 
Future Transmission Planning, Policy Development, and Market Operation Efforts
· What are the long-term needs and potential solutions for transmission access and planning in the West?

· Clarify long-term impediments

· Identify potential roadblocks and solutions

· What are the short-term impediments to robust market operation?

· Clarify short-term impediments

· Identify potential roadblocks and solutions

· What role can existing regional entities play to address short-term and long-term issues?

· Clarify roles needed in regional planning and implementation

2:15 – 3:15   Future Transmission Planning, Policy Development, and Market Operation Efforts (cont’d)
3:15 – 4:00   Next Steps
· What entities and individuals need to be involved in ongoing dialogue on wind and transmission in the Western U.S.?
· What role exists for the NWCC to play in transmission access and planning efforts in the West?

· Wrap-up
4:00

Adjourn
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