DRAFT – December 3, 2004


Annual Cost Summary

Implementation of a Regional Transmission Expansion Planning Program (RTEPP)

	Function
	Lead Entity
	Direct Cost (staff, consulting services & program lease)
	Why Needed
	Impact if not funded

	
	
	
	
	

	Update Database
	WECC (start in 2006)
	$160K  (WECC)
	Annual update to keep database current for use by RTEPP and the SPGs
	No regional database.  SPGs would need to develop individual databases.

	
	
	
	
	

	Study Program and Reporting -  

Alternate years 
	RTEPP Entity
	$190K

(alternate years)
	Annual assessment of congestion and recommended transmission and non-transmission enhancements
	No regional study program.

	
	
	
	
	

	Coordination work
	RTEPP Entity
	$70K
	Need to coordinate regional planning work with resource adequacy and subregional planning work
	No coordination with WECC Adequacy program and no regional coordination between RTEPP and SPG studies.

	
	
	
	
	

	Modeling Improvements
	DOE and RTEPP Entity 
	$60K plus DOE funding
	Improve models are needed for more accurate transmission adequacy assessments
	Continue to rely on vendor available options with no improvements to meet our special needs.

	
	
	
	
	

	Software – Annual lease
	RTEPP Entity and WECC
	$100K

($50K in 2005)
	Software required to update database and run studies
	Program cannot be carried out without a software package.

	
	
	
	
	

	Path Flow Analysis – Alternate years
	RTEPP Entity
	$40K 

(alternate years)
	Model verification and monitor path flow usage
	Use outdated congestion studies to verify models and would not be meeting CREPC’s request for periodic updates of the path congestion work

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	$390K - $620K

(2.3 to  4.2  FTE)
	
	


Note:  The Total cost spread represents the spread in cost between a year when minimal study work is performed and a year when the study program and path congestion work are performed.  1 FTE = $125,000.
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