Gentlemen;

Start your engines!  

Thank you for agreeing to participate in Day Two of SSG-WI’s upcoming modeling conference. 

I have enclosed a preliminary draft of the agenda.  As you can see Day Two will consist of four panels dealing with: 

1) Transmission modeling issues

2) Resource modeling issues

3) Market modeling issues

4) Uncertainty modeling issues

We have added a keynote address by Joe Eto of Lawrence Berkeley Lab.  Joe’s presentation will focus on a general theme of “Transmission Planning Modeling & Where we go from here” and will summarize findings from the CEC’s PIER/ESI Transmission Planning R&D Scoping Project.

We have tentatively assigned each of you to a specific topic on two panels – and paired a few of you to speak on a common topic.  I have tried to respect your preferences but if you have any problem with the schedule let me know ASAP while there is still time to shuffle the deck.  

As you can see from the agenda – time will be short.  Each of you will have approximately 15 minutes per topic or 30 minutes in total.  There will also be a Q&A session after each panel in which you and the audience can address questions to other panelists or add comments on whatever topic is being discussed.

The topics are by no means cast in concrete.  If you want some flexibility to address additional areas please do so.  If I’ve left out some important issues just let me know. 

Also note that Panel 1 “may” be moved into afternoon of Day 1 (Sept 14).  We’ll know more about that next week.    

One more thing: Competitors are justifiably reluctant to discuss specific R&D efforts or other proprietary issues in front of other vendors. However, this should not be a problem.  Although some of the discussion may be new to those in the audience – none of it will be new to you.  You’ve been wrestling with these problems for years and much of what we’ll be discussing has been in the literature for years.   

However, to facilitate an open dialog it might be good if everyone agreed to minimize the tendency to promotion their firm’s proprietary models.  If each panelist checks their vendor hat at the door and dons their modeling hat then we should have a very open and productive conversation.      

I’ll be out of town until Tuesday August 17, so we’ll get this finalized when I get back - and no later than Friday August 20.  

And feel free to contact Mary Johannis (BPA)  or Dean Perry (SSG-WI) if you have any questions.

Thanks to all;

Best wishes,

Dennis Phillips

(503) 230-5062

Day 2, (Sept 15)  Agenda     

(Note: Panel 1 may be rescheduled for afternoon of Sept 14) 

· Keynote speaker: Joe Eto of Lawrence Berkeley National Lab - “Where we go from here”

Panel discussion topics: 

· 1st session: Modeling Transmission  

a) AC vrs DC vrs transport algorithms – what’s required for transmission planning?  

ABB -Henry Chao 

General Electric – Douglas Welsh  
b) Bus bar loads/Marginal losses/ Transmission-generation ownership, existing contracts  – how much detail do we need? Where’s the data?  

General Electric – Douglas Welsh 
New Energy Associates – either Norm Richardson, Jim Sustman, Matt Harris
· 2nd session: Modeling Resources  

a)   Dynamic dispatch of cascaded hydro plants – what’s involved & is it necessary? 

PSR – Luiz Augusto Barroso 

Henwood Energy Services – Rich Lauckhart  
b) Wind – can we do a better job?  

grnNRG – Jason Antonoff  
c) Resource-transmission adequacy/reliability – how should these issues-constraints be modeled?  

ABB – Henry Chao  
d) Gas/coal fuel supply infrastructure – are we ignoring something?  

Altos Management Partners – Dale Nesbitt 

e) Resource expansion – hardwired scenarios or dynamic expansion logic?  

New Energy Associates – either Norm Richardson, Jim Sustman, Matt Harris
· 3rd session: Modeling Markets 

a) Energy and ancillary service markets – Are real time markets enough?  Do we need to model forward capacity and firm energy markets?   
Policy Assessment Corp – George Backus
Power World  - Scott Dahman

The Cazalet Group – Edward G Cazalet    
b) Localized market power and imperfect markets – How can we simulate these effects in our models?   What is a Nash-Cournot equilibrium?   

Powerworld – Scott Dahman  
Policy Assessment Corp – George Backus 
· 4th session: Modeling Uncertainty & The Curse of Dimensionality

a) The strengths and weaknesses of scenario analysis.   
Henwood Energy Services – Rich Lauckhart  

grnNRG - Jason Antonoff   

Altos Management Partners – Dale Nesbitt 
b) Price volatility – why don’t we see it in planning models?  In addition to imperfect markets        should we also incorporate longer term load, fuel price, resource availability, hydro inflow, and other “forecast” uncertainties in the internal decision logic affecting current resource expansion, hydro storage, annual maintenance scheduling and unit commitment allocation decisions – and how might we do this?  
PSR – Luiz Augusto Barroso 

c) The “Curse of dimensionality” – The problem and potential solutions. 
The Cazalet Group – Edward G. Cazalet 

Timetable








Date 9/15/04

· Coffee, donuts supplied by BPA and SSG-WI



(7:30-8:00AM)

Start conference at 8:00 AM sharp, (since everyone would already be here).

· 15 minutes to open and introduce panel topics for day and speakers
(clock: 8:15)

· Keynote speaker: Joe Eto–“Where we go from here” (e.t. 30 minutes)
(clock: 8:15-8:45)

· 1st session:  4 speakers (@15 minutes/speaker e.t.=60 minutes ) 

15 minutes audience Q&A





(clock: 8:45-10:00)

15 minute break (for nature)





(clock: 10:00-10:15)

· 2nd session: 6 speakers (@15 minutes/speaker e.t.=90 minutes )  

15 minutes audience Q&A





(clock: 10:15-12:00)

60 minute lunch







(clock: 12:00-1:00PM) 

· 3rd session: 5 speakers (@15 minutes/speaker e.t.=75 minutes )  

15 minutes audience Q&A





(clock: 1:00-2:30)

15 minute break (for nature)





(clock: 2:30-2:45) 







· 4th session: 5 speakers (@15 minutes/speaker e.t.=75 minutes )   

15 minutes audience Q&A





(clock: 2:45-4:15)

Close 








(clock 4:15-4:30)


