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OBJECTIVE

Objective of the Workshop is to provide information for attendees on the current methodologies and tools available for economic evaluation of transmission system expansion projects.  The Workshop will focus on the application of modeling tools and on the interpretation and understanding of economic study results, using examples and typical case studies.  Input requirements, model limitations, and modeling improvement needs will also be presented and discussed.  Areas that will be addressed include the use of locational marginal prices, transmission shadow prices, identification of benefits to producers, consumers and transmission owners and considerations of societal benefits.  The second day of the Workshop will be devoted to discussing improvements needed in today’s models to better represent the behavior of loads and resources and to better incorporate market behavior in the models.

The first day will consist primarily of presentations by experts in the field familiar with the application and interpretation of production costing model studies.  The second day will consist of panel discussions by those involved with model development, addressing the need for modeling improvements in selected areas.

Time will be available both days for audience questions and participation.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

The first day of the Workshop will address the needs of those working with expansion planning models and those who supervise or manage employees who use the models and who want a high level understanding of the inputs, assumptions and interpretation of study results.  The second day of the Workshop will be more technical, focusing on the technical details of the models and where improvements are needed in the models.

WORKSHOP LOCATION

The Workshop will be held at the BPA Headquarters facility at 905 NE 11th Avenue, Portland, Oregon, 97232.  Enter through the East Entrance to the building on 11th Avenue.  You will need to go through building security.  Let them know you are there to attend the Workshop.  The Workshop is being held in the BPA Auditorium on the first floor, west side of the building.  Directions will be provided.

The BPA Headquarters facility is located 2 blocks off the Lloyd Center exit from I-84.  See attached map.

REGISTRATION 

You should register for the Workshop by notifying Cain Bloomer that you plan to attend.  His phone number is 503-230-7443.   His Email address is mcbloomer@bpa.gov.  It is important that you register by notifying Cain Bloomer prior to the meeting so that building entry security arrangements can be made prior to the Workshop for Workshop attendees.  Please notify Cain Bloomer no later than ___________.  There is no registration fee for attending the Workshop.  A luncheon speaker has been arranged for the first day of the Workshop and arrangements are being made to have lunch served at the Workshop the first day.  You will need to pay for lunch at that time (approximately $15).  We need an accurate attendance count to make the luncheon arrangements.  You will be on your own for lunch on the second day.  A food court is located within easy walking distance.

HOTEL INFORMATION

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Doubletree Hotel under the name of ________.  The hotel is located across the street from the BPA Headquarters building.  Address of the Doubletree Hotel is 1000 NE Multnomah, Portland, Oregon 97232.  Phone number is 503-281-6111.      Block room rate is ________.    The block room rate at the hotel is available 3 days before and after the Workshop.  A shuttle is available from the Portland International Airport to the Double Tree Hotel.  

WORKSHOP ATTIRE

Attire for the Workshop is business casual.  Temperatures in Portland in September are typically in the 70’s or 80’s during the daytime and 50’s or 60’s during the evening.  September is generally a dry month in Portland, but don’t be surprised if it rains.
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