Assessment of Utilization of Transmission Paths

CREPC has initiated an effort to conduct an assessment of transmission path utilization in the West.  The effort would be a joint effort of FERC, CREPC, WECC, SSG-WI and the National Labs (NREL and Oak Ridge).  CREPC presented the proposal to FERC at a FERC conference on wind held in December 2004 in Denver.  At a conference call on this subject, CREPC suggested that either FERC, WECC or the National labs should oversee this study.  It was suggested on the call that SSG-WI also see if it could lead the effort.  

The following is a summary of the proposed effort, as described in a first draft of the effort’s scope of work:

“This document contains a proposed approach the Commission could use to identify where transmission capacity in the Western Interconnection is not being used, the reasons why it is not being used
, and indications of the changes in the implementation of Orders 888/889 that would allow use of such capacity.

Step 1 – Conduct an analysis that assesses the availability and usability of ATC data from OASIS sites and compares historical flows with OTC, schedules and posted ATC on selected major paths in the Western Interconnection.

Step a. – ATC data - Assess availability of ATC data from western OASIS sites and consistency of ATC calculation and posting methodologies.  To explain discrepancies, we may also need to collect archived net schedule data in each direction on a path.  This needs to be investigated.  This data is not available on the WECC site.



Step b. – Select several paths based upon historical congestion experience and collect ATC data (and possibly net schedule data) for those paths and prepare data for analysis.

Step c. – For the selected paths perform analysis comparing posted ATC with calculated UTC to illustrate and understand the discrepancy between historical flows, schedules and posted ATC levels.

  
Step 2 – Conduct an analysis that compares historical flows and schedules, unused capacity and posted ATC on ALL major paths in the Western Interconnection.

Step 3 – Conduct an in-depth assessment of specific paths to understand the discrepancy between historical flows and schedules, unused capacity and posted ATC levels.”

SSG-WI has the following proposal.

SSG-WI should oversee this effort

· It has the expertise.

· It is a commercial issue.

· It can work jointly with interested parties.

But it will have to allocate appropriate resources to get this done.

SSG-WI proposal:

· Provide leadership and overall coordination to the joint study effort

· Decide what paths should be studied

· Determine what info needs to be collected for meaningful study (Step 1a. above)

· Start collecting appropriate data (Step 1b. above)

· Once sufficient data is available, (at least one year) start analyzing data (Step 1c. above)

· Conduct an assessment to understand any discrepancies noted in the data analysis.

Manpower for the data collection, analysis and assessment effort will be provided by the participating entities in a joint work effort.

�Dean -- Note: be careful here because a path may not being used simply because there is little need for use of the path, i.e. few reservation requests, and there is not a need for FERC to do anything if this is the case


�Dean -- Note: Look into the problem of multi-ownership paths, posting practices for firm and nonfirm, etc. Basically, I think we should first do an assessment of ATC data availability, calculation and posting practices before doing analytical work with ATC data. 





� Jim – On the next call we should discuss the importance of schedule information in the Western Interconnection. 


� Dean  --  I think we need a better term than UTC.  “Unused” my not be a correct description because all the scheduling capacity may be being used.


� Jim – An ad-hoc western group would need to do preliminary analysis to determine the appropriate major paths to be selected.





