NOTES

Monthly Planning Group Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

January 4, 2005

NOTE CHANGE - - - NEXT CALL WILL BE JANUARY 25, 2005

Participants:

RMATS – Ray Brush, Mike DeWolf, Ken Morris, Rich Bayless

CCPG –  

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP –  Jeff Miller, Armie Perez

SWAT – Rob Kondziolka, Charlie Reinhold

NTAC – Marv Landauer

WECC – Steve Rueckert, Donald Davies 

SSG-WI – Dean Perry

Subregional Planning Group Status Reports

SWAT – Rob Kondziolka

Now completing initial study reports.  Next meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 7.  Priority is being given to completing studies and reports for those studies affecting Arizona transmission.  This includes a new 500 kV line as part of the 500kV loop around Phoenix.  Written report on Arizona studies should be completed by the end of January.  Wind study and Colorado River study reports should be completed in the February/March time frame.  A complete report of all studies will be issued during 2nd Quarter 2005.  Reports will be posted on the SWAT web site, which is currently at www.azpower.org under SWAT.  SWAT wind studies are being closely coordinated with similar studies being run by the state of New Mexico.

NTAC – Marv Landauer

Two studies are underway, namely Canada to California and Montana to Pacific Coast.  The latter has some overlap with RMATS studies.  A proposal is being made to organize a new group under the NWPP’s Transmission Planning Committee to develop regional transmission adequacy standards.  A January 10, 2005,  NTAC meeting is scheduled to discuss the proposal.  The proposal is described in a draft paper prepared by BPA.  This document also summarizes comments received on BPA’s initial Transmission Adequacy Standards discussion paper.  The draft proposal is posted on the NWPP web site (www.nwpp.org) under NTAC.

RMATS – Doug Larson

CREPC’s new work group, formed to investigate issues related to regulatory impediments to transmission construction and other issues such as cost allocation and cost recovery, is now up and running.  The group consists of state representatives but may be expanded to include others in the future.

STEP – Jeff Miller

STEP’s work is now focusing on implementation of previously planned projects.  This includes upgrades to the series capacitors on the 500kV lines between AZ and CA (2006 energization).  Upgrade of 500 kV lines between Nevada and CA is in the design phase (2008 energization).  A new line between AZ and CA (Palo Verde – Devers #2) is in the design and rating study phase (2009 – 2010 energization).   A new line into San Diego is in the planning phase.  STEP is waiting for SSG-WI to complete its data base update before proceeding with long-term case studies.

AMPS Line Open Season – Ray Brush

Northwestern is soliciting interest in increasing the capacity of the AMPS line.  Open season to express interest was December 1 thru 31st.  Initially, only capacity interest was requested; no dollar commitment was required.  Approximately 1400 MW of interest was received.   The next phase will require interested parties to commit dollars to support further work.  First round of studies will be in early February.  It is expected that studies will be finalized by midyear.  Plan to look at increments of capacity increase, not just the 1400MW level.

WECC Production Simulation Program TF report – Donald Davies

The WECC PSPTF met in San Francisco on December 9.  It was primarily an organizational meeting.  Next meeting is scheduled for January 27, 2005 at the Portland Airport Conference Center, beginning at 10:30 am.  A survey is being prepared to determine what production simulation tools are currently in use.  The TF’s scope is larger than originally contemplated.  The TF will be looking at other WECC uses of the PS program.  This may affect the components of the database, depending upon the uses to be made of the program.  An example is use of the program for resource adequacy studies.  It was commented that the program needs to continue to be a public domain program and this shouldn’t be jeopardized by the database content.

Next Conference Call – Tuesday, January 25, 8:00 am PST, 9:00 am MST

We will start this call at 8:00 am PST.  It has been requested that we move the start time to 8:30 am PST.  Let’s discuss this on the call.
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