Action Item: 

1) Someone once said:  “You don’t always go into analysis with the models you want – you go into analysis with the models you have”… That statement makes sense in the short-term, but what about the long-term?  Does SSG-WI have a strategic vision of where we want modeling to be in 3,5,10 years?
2) Proposal:  Periodically (but not infrequently) dedicate 60-90 minutes of PWG meetings for modeling experts to discuss specific modeling issues that can have a strong impact on the veracity of our modeling results.  

3) Objective: These discussions would be designed to: increase our understanding of the technical issues and hurdles that remain in transmission expansion modeling, enhance our ability to make informed decisions when selecting new tools, help us formulate our vision of where transmission expansion model development should be heading. 

4) In the process of developing our vision we would: 

a) Identify the strengths and weaknesses of existing tools and databases  (e.g., representation of uncertainty, resource acquisition logic, cascaded hydro logic, market power, AC vrs. DC, etc)

b) Identify the most promising approaches, formulations, techniques, methodologies, etc for improving our modeling tools.

c) Develop a priority-list for these improvements.

d) Be better positioned to: influence and coordinate long-term development efforts, access DOE funding support, standardize data formats, and in the final analysis, produce superior modeling products.    

