NOTES

Monthly Planning Group Coordination Conference Call

CCPG, CREPC, NTAC, RMATS, SSG-WI, STEP, SWAT, WECC

April 5, 2005

Participants:

RMATS – Ray Brush, Mike DeWolf, Ken Morris, Jamie Austin 

CCPG –  John Collins

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP –  Jeff Miller 

SWAT – Rob Kondziolka 

NTAC – Marv Landauer

WECC –  Donald Davies 

SSG-WI – Dean Perry, Mary Johannis

1.   Subregional Planning Groups – Review of SSG-WI Generation Assumptions

Mary Johannis presented an overview of the SSG-WI Generation Subgroup’s work to identify generation in the 2008 SSG-WI database.  Tom Carr, WIEB, is coordinating a review of existing and planned generators among the western states.  The SSG-WI PWG would like the liaisons to the Subregional Planning Groups to coordinate a review within their SPG of the generator assumptions in the 2008 base case.  The Generation Subgroup and the Modeling Team will populate a generation template with unit commitment data.  This will be sent to the SPG liaisons for their review for consistency with generation assumptions in the SPGs’ studies.  Mary indicated that the Subgroup is having problems mapping generator units to WECC Power Flow buses because of differences in naming nomenclature.  

2.   Devers – Palo Verde #2
 

Jeff Miller briefed the group on the “lessons learned” in securing approval from the CAISO Board for construction of the Devers – Palo Verde #2 line.  Regarding technical aspects, modeling of phase shifters and controllable devices was found to be important to the study results.  The biggest challenge was the calculation of participant benefits.  In the West, we have a mixture of LMP and non-LMP markets and there is really no easy way to model this.  The best approach for economic evaluation was determined to be overall production cost savings.  Additional information is included in the Devers – Palo Verde report available on the CAISO web site.  Regarding gas prices, the ISO looked at 90% gas price confidence levels and ran several scenarios that were then weighted and combined, based upon probability of occurrence.  Using this method, the high gas price was about double the average price.  

3.   Frontier Project

Yesterday, it was announced in the press that the Governors of Utah, Nevada, Wyoming and California were signing an MOU to move the RMATS studies toward implementation.  The project is called the Frontier Project.  Significant additional work will be performed to select the plan of service.  A policy level Coordinating Committee will be established to guide the project until sponsors are identified.  Those on the call had no additional details.

4.   WECC Production Simulation Program Task Force

Donald Davies gave a brief update on the activities and scope of work of the PSPTF.

5.   WECC TSS Survey on 2006 Base Cases – SSG-WI discussions
 

SSG-WI is considering responding to the WECC SRWG base case survey to communicate some data issues that might be changed to make preparation of the production simulation base cases easier.  It was thought this might be an opportunity to communicate these ideas to WECC.  The need for common nomenclature for buses was mentioned as one problem.  Another was collecting DSM data with the load forecasts.  Another was identification of losses (now embedded in the load forecast).  It was indicated that the WECC SRWG survey is primarily looking for specific seasons and base case years to be developed in 2006.  SSG-WI’s concerns might relate more to the work in the L&R process.  It was suggested that as an alternative to responding to the survey, SSG-WI might contact Jerry Rust who is heading up a new WECC group on loads and resources.  Mike DeWolf indicated he would talk to Jerry Rust.    

6.   Next Call – Tuesday, June 7, 2005
Next call is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7, 2005 at 8:00 am PDT and AZ time, 9:00 am MDT.  No call is scheduled for the first Tuesday in May, since a SSG-WI Planning WG meeting is scheduled for that day.
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