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AGENDA

I. Welcome/Introductions – Robert Jenkins

II. Changes to the Agenda – Brian Silverstein

III. Approve Meeting No. 9 Minutes – Ron Schellberg

IV. Report of Chair – Robert Jenkins

A. Announcements

B. WECC Board of Directors Meeting

1. PCC Approval Items

2. Other Board Highlights

V. Report of Vice-Chair – Robert Kondziolka

A. Joint Guidance Committee Activities

VI. Projects Undergoing Regional Planning or Path Rating Process Phase Changes
A. Path 26 – Midway – Vincent – Armie Perez

B. Path 6 – West of Hatwai - Brian Silverstein, Scott Waples

C. Path 18 – Idaho-Montana - John Leland

VII. Regional Planning Status Reports 

A. Southwest Area Transmission Study – Rob Kondziolka

B. Southwest Transmission Expansion Plan – Jeff Miller

C. Colorado Coordinated Planning Group – Bob Easton

D. Northwest Transmission Assessment Committee – Chris Reese

E. Wyoming-Utah – Bob Easton 

F. SSG-WI Liaison – Chris Reese

VIII. Loads & Resources Task Force – Jerry Rust

A. Approve Recommendation to Reform the L&R Subcommittee
IX. Production Simulation Program Task Force – Chris Reese

A.        Status Report

X. Technical Studies Subcommittee Report – Dana Cabbell

A. Approve WECC Coordinated Off-Nominal Frequency Program Review
B. Approve NE Blackout NERC Recommendations -- PCC assignment 4G to TSS on Safety Nets
C. Approve Base Case Preparation Improvement 
D. AVR Policy Status
E. M&VWG 
1. Generator Testing Progress
2. Generator Unit Model Validation Policy Statement Status
F. Wind Generation Task Force Status
XI. Reliability Subcommittee Report – John Leland 

A. Approve WECC 2005 Power Supply Assessment

B. WECC Power Supply Assessment Revisions
C. Approve Outage Data Base
D. NERC/WECC Planning Standards
E. NERC Version III & IV Proposed Standards Comment
F. Low Voltage Ride Through Performance
G. Request for Standards Interpretation
H. Reliability Performance Evaluation Work Group

XII. WECC Compliance Program – Steve Rueckert 
XIII. WECC Disturbance Monitoring Work Group Report – Peter Mackin

A. Monitor Implementation Status and Issues

B. Generator Performance Monitor RFP Status

C. Other Updates

XIV. NERC Activities and Committee Reports

A. NERC Standards Process – Peter Mackin

B. Reliability Assessment Subcommittee – James Leigh-Kendall

C. Load Forecasting Work Group – Chris Reese

D. Interconnection Dynamics Work Group – Les Pereira

E. Transmission Issues Subcommittee – Sandra Johnson

F. Resource Issues Subcommittee – Ron Schellberg

G. Standards Evaluation Subcommittee – Mike Raezer

H. System Protection and Control Task Force – Cary Deise

XV. Member Reports and Project Status – Robert Jenkins

XVI. Action Items – Brian Silverstein

XVII. Next Meeting – September 29-30, 2005 – Phoenix, Arizona
Attachments:
WECC Anti-Trust Discussion Guidelines



WECC Board Guidelines
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WECC ANTI-TRUST DISCUSSION GUIDELINES

I. GENERAL

The antitrust laws and the cases interpreting them do not clearly define all antitrust violations.  Often, the resolution of an antitrust claim will turn on whether the action, such as reliability of the integrated grid or the enhancement of competition outweigh any countervailing anticompetitive effects.  These are factual issues which may not be able to be resolved except by a fact finder such as a judge or jury.  Notwithstanding this vagueness in the law, certain activities are clearly prohibited.  Part II sets out the clearly prohibited activities.  WECC members should refrain from the prohibited activities in all WECC meetings and in other WECC-related communications with WECC members.  Even aside from the clearly prohibited activities, there may be other actions which could violate the antitrust laws which are not expressly dealt with herein.  In considering nonreliability matters, so long as the action serves to promote or enhance competition, there should be little likelihood of an antitrust problem.  Questions or requests for advice of WECC counsel should be directed to the WECC’s Executive Director.  

II.
PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES
WECC members should refrain from the following when acting in their capacity as WECC members (i.e., at WECC meetings and informal discussions, conference calls, etc.):

· Discussions involving non-public pricing information, especially margin (profit) and confidential internal cost information and members’ expectations as to their future prices or internal costs.

· A member discussing its confidential marketing strategies.

· Discussions which are intended to reach agreement or to cause an action regarding how customers and geographical areas are to be divided among competitors unless such agreement or action would be expressly permitted by state law or will be effective only if accepted by a regulatory agency.

· Discussions which are intended to reach agreement or to cause actions to exclude competitors from markets unless such agreement or action would be expressly permitted by state law or will be effective only if accepted by a regulatory agency.

III.
ACTIVITIES WHICH ARE PERMITTED
WECC members may discuss and approve:

· Reliability matters, including operation and planning matters such as establishing reliability criteria, operating procedures, operating transfer capabilities, and plans for new facilities.

· Other matters if any agreement or action will be permitted by express state approval or any such action or agreement will be filed with a governmental body such as FERC for its acceptance.

· Public pricing and public cost information.

· Planning and/or operating procedures that ensure that the operation of a project does not jeopardize the reliability of the interconnected system.

For any matters which you desire to discuss which may adversely affect competition, you should have a legitimate reason for the discussion, such as to promote reliability, develop reliability criteria, policies, and operating procedures, enhance system operations, or to reach a settlement.  If you do not have a legitimate WECC business reason for discussing a matter which could adversely affect competition, please refrain from discussing the matter during WECC meetings and other WECC-related communications.  You should also ensure that WECC procedures are followed in conducting WECC business.

WECC Board Guidelines

Background, Principles, and Purpose

Background:  The WECC relies on the contributions of its members, working through various committees, subcommittees, task forces, work groups, and other bodies (collectively, “member groups”) to develop recommended WECC practices, policies, rules, criteria, and standards (collectively, “WECC standards”).  The final responsibility for evaluating, adopting, and modifying recommended WECC standards rests with the WECC Board of Directors (the “Board”).

Principles:  The WECC Board Guidelines set forth below are intended to further the following core principles:

A.  Board decisions concerning WECC standards should be well-informed.  The quality of the Board’s decision-making process will be enhanced by promoting transparency into the development of WECC standards recommendations – how the underlying problems were defined, what alternative solutions were considered, the level of member participation in developing recommendations, the level of consensus among members with respect to a given recommendation, and the expected impact the implementation (or modification) of a given WECC standard will have on members, energy consumers, and the WECC itself.

B.  Transparency related to the development and adoption of WECC standards is important for members as well.  WECC members will benefit from access to the same types of information needed to support well-informed Board decisions.  Transparency will enable members to better understand the process and logic that underlies WECC standards.  Better information will also facilitate more meaningful member input to the Board with respect to important Board decisions.

C.  An important indicator of the WECC’s success as an organization is the level of support and consensus among its members with respect to core WECC activities and standards.  The more the WECC is able to build member support and consensus for its mission and activities, the more successful it will be.  Seeking member consensus is an important element of the WECC standards development process.

D.  It is important for the Board and the members to have a meaningful understanding of the practical implications of adopting, modifying, and implementing WECC standards.

Purpose:  These WECC Board Guidelines provide common guidance to all WECC member groups to assist them in carrying out the principles listed above.  All member group activities that result (or could reasonably be expected to result) in recommendations to the Board are subject to these WECC Board Guidelines.

Specific Guidelines:  All member groups are expected to:

1.  Develop a clear statement of the underlying problem or issue to be addressed in order to have a common understanding among the members of the problem or issue.

2.  Maintain clear written records of group progress and decisions in sufficient detail to enable non-participating members, as well as the Board, to be well-informed about the group’s goals and activities.

3.  Using established WECC notification procedures, provide timely updates to members on current work status and future work schedule, together with instructions for providing member input (consistent with the WECC “due process” requirements under Bylaws section 8.5.6).

4.  Seek to build broad consensus among the members concerning how best to implement proposed solutions.  Give appropriate consideration to potential alternative solutions and work to address minority opinions to the extent feasible.

5.  Work to foster integration across WECC activities and standards so that they are consistent and complementary.

6.  Consider how proposed solutions are likely to affect the operational and business needs of the WECC, its members, and the energy consumers they serve.  If implementation of a proposed solution is likely to impose significant costs on the WECC, WECC members, or the energy consumers they serve, provide high-level evaluation of how probable costs might compare to expected benefits.

7.  Provide thorough analysis (in a form suitable for posting on the WECC website) supporting any recommendation ultimately submitted to the Board, including, as appropriate, brief summaries of alternatives considered and efforts to address significant minority views.

Approved by the Board of Directors  April 21, 2004
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