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Monthly Planning Group Coordination Call

Tuesday, June 7, 2005   8:00 am PDT and AZ, 9:00 am MDT

Participants:

WECC – Robert Jenkins, Donald Davies

CREPC – Doug Larson

STEP – Jeff Miller

SWAT – Rob Kondziolka

NTAC – Chris Reese

RMATS – Mike DeWolf

CCPG – Bob Easton

SSG-WI – Dean Perry

Subregional Planning Group Reports

STEP – Next meeting is June 29 in San Diego.  STEP is studying a new 500 kV line into San Diego area integrating a large amount of geothermal generation.  At the meeting, they will also review status of previously identified projects.  Also will discuss commercial issues associated with construction responsibility and rights associated with the second PV – Devers line.

SWAT – Last meeting was in May.  Mainly trying to get consensus of the proposed 2005 Study Plan – will include a larger focus on renewables in New Mexico.  They will combine two of their four sub groups to look at how much wind energy they should be assuming.  Working with SSG-WI on wind assumptions for the 2008 and 2015 base cases.  Also working with WestConnect on two separate issues, (1) a TTC/ATC workshop scheduled for June 22nd at Tri-State and (2) having SWAT serve as the planning arm of WestConnect and funded by WestConnect.  RDRC (Rocky Mtn. Desert SW Reliability Center) attended last meeting and they will try to work more closely in the future.  The WestConnect footprint is bigger than the SWAT footprint and the idea is to include the Colorado/Wyoming/Nebraska area in SWAT.

NTAC - Montana – NW Phase One study report is in DRAFT.  They will discuss at their meeting today –  looks like can achieve a 700 MW increase in transfer capability for approx. $300 to $400 million investment, with increased generator tripping.  Canada – NW – CA Study Group is meeting June 6-7 and have developed a good base case.  NTAC is also looking at integrating up to 5000 MW of wind into the hydro system in the NW.  This is more of an operational integration study due to the restrictions on the hydro operation.  There has been good wind modeling input from NREL and Grant County PUD.  Timeframe for completing the wind integration study is fall 2005.  

It was suggested that WECC should focus more effort on wind integration issues because of the significant amounts of wind integration that are now being studied in all subregions.  Robert Jenkins will follow up.
RMATS/Frontier Project – No report.  Suggested we contact Steve Ellenbecker for future coordination efforts.  Dean will follow up with Steve.
CCPG – CCPG last met on May 11, 2005.  Looking at three projects, including Nucla – Telluride project. Discussed the Foothills planning group’s PV/VQ study; RDRC real-time powerflow update; reactive margin screen update.  PSCo RFP bids were due May 17th – several projects bid from Wyoming including transmission across TOT3; Two Elk coal project supposedly moving forward.

WAG Update

WAG’s purpose is to improve the efficiency of the West’s institutions to address west wide commercial issues.  A stakeholder meeting was held May 23 in Portland where the issues were presented and discussed.  Options for addressing the issues were also discussed.  Focus was primarily on two options, namely (1) having WECC assume responsibility for both reliability and commercial issues and (2) creating a separate commercial organization.  Preference by most of the attendees at the May 23 meeting was to first pursue the viability of the WECC option.  If that won’t work, then pursue the separate organization option.  A report on the status of the WAG effort will be presented to the Governors at the June 12-14 WGA meeting.  WECC is preparing a member survey to determine how its members feel about WECC taking on commercial functions.

It was requested that the WECC member survey questions be discussed at the upcoming WECC PCC meeting.  Robert Jenkins will follow-up with Louise McCarren.
Future Vision of West Wide Planning

General discussion of the views of those on the call, regarding the roles and responsibilities of organizations (WECC/SSG-WI, etc.) doing west wide planning.  This discussion could help frame follow-up discussions in WAG regarding transmission planning and expansion. There were a variety of opinions on what the WECC Staff duties would be under the scenario of WECC taking on the issues identified in the WAG paper.  Options range from “WAG-lite” – more of a coordination role for the economic database update to “WAG-heavy” – staff do much of the work associated with economic studies.  What would be the proper duties?  Rob indicated he supports the WECC doing the database management; the sub-regional study groups would be responsible for doing the actual studies; the sub-regions need to be the responsible parties for making these decisions.  The responsible parties need to be able to keep things moving forward and this may not be a proper role for WECC.  Rob and Mike DeWolf suggested putting together a group to give an objective review of the functions WECC might perform.  Dean will talk to Louise McCarren about using this group (regions’ planning committee chairs) to help define WECC’s future role.  Ask Louise what the timeframe is?  Donald – WECC’s idea is to begin database management in 2006; bundle sub-regional reports in 2007.      

PCC Agenda

Discussion of items on the upcoming PCC meeting Agenda that might benefit from coordination among those on the call.  (This is a standing coordination item on the monthly call prior to each PCC meeting.)

Bob Easton asked about the TSS Off-Nominal Frequency approval item.

Western Governor’s goal of integrating 30,000 MW of clean energy by 2005

The WGA is organizing a process to identify clean energy resources for the Governors’ clean energy initiative.  This will include a transmission task force.  Separate transmission groups will be organized for each of the three NERC regions within the WGA footprint.  Doug asked for volunteers.  Jeff Miller, Mike DeWolf, Chris Reese, Rob Kondziolka and Dean Perry volunteered (or were volunteered) to help on the WGA Transmission task force for the WECC region.  The group will rely on work other groups are doing, including the work of SSG-WI and the SPGs.  Doug will follow up with the above “volunteers”.

NEXT CALL – Tuesday, July 5, 2005                    
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