
Proposed AGENDA

Monthly Planning Group Coordination Call

Tuesday, July 5, 2005   8:00 am PDT and AZ, 9:00 am MDT

Call in number – 1-800-503-3360 or 503-813-5600  Passcode 699292

1.   Energy Legislation – Provisions on Planning, Siting 
Larry Mansueti, DOE

and Permitting

Larry will give us a quick summary of the relevant planning, permit coordination and siting provisions in both versions of the energy legislation, with emphasis on what is likely to emerge during the July Conference Committee action to come up with a signable bill by August.  

Designated corridors pointing at constrained areas as “national interest” ROW’s so they’ll get some national attention.  If someone trying to build across a designated corridor and they cannot get a siting license within one year from the State, they have the option to go to FERC and request a ROW – concern that this may give rise to “sham” applications.  If there is a State compact – then going to FERC may not be warranted.  The West (States) lost here – didn’t want FERC having this power.  Both Senate and House bills have language that any project requiring some sort of Federal siting – DOE would coordinated with all other agencies (BLM, FS, DOI) to “crack-the-whip” with an MOU.  Language in one bill states “DOE shall”; the other says “DOE will, if asked…”  Both bills (oil/gas) give energy companies two years to identify pre-approved (EIS probably required) corridors in the West.  DOE has funded Argonne to do ROW work in the past.  Under current State law – have to be a Utility in order to have eminent domain.  Having this national interest designation allows them (developer?) to have this right.  Larry is with the DOE Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability.  New authorities for Western and Southwestern?  If this legislation passes – Doug thinks the sub-regional planning efforts and SSG-WI planning efforts will become higher-level efforts – he doesn’t think DOE has the level of expertise and if you don’t do it yourself – DOE will do it for you.  Larry agreed.  
2.   Steps WECC is taking to address WECC’s future role
Steve Rueckert

in expansion planning
Robert Jenkins


Rob Kondziolka

Discuss what WECC is doing in preparation for the July WECC Board

meeting regarding the potential future role of WECC in commercial

planning.

There has been a briefing paper written for the WECC Board for their July meeting, explaining the history of the WAG efforts and what folks thought WECC’s involvement should be.  There was general agreement at PCC that WECC pick up maintaining the production costing database management.  The part that folks don’t want them involved in is identifying beneficiaries and cost-assignment.  There was not consensus that WECC conduct some of these-type studies.  Providing a guarantee of a rating will become an issue.  It was pointed out that this effort may look like the SSG-WI report that was put out several weeks ago (see ssg-wi.org).  Resource adequacy has a direct impact on reliability.  PCC wants to make sure that WECC leave resource adequacy decisions at the jurisdictions they’re at now (State, local).  They support gathering the data in order to do resource adequacy assessments and developing targets or guidelines to shoot for.  PCC is generally comfortable with doing analysis.  When it comes to identifying beneficiaries – this is basically a fallout of the analysis, but WECC should stop here.
Other Board issues are west-wide advanced applications package; western interchange tool; increase in NERC dues; proposal for a new Committee to handle this.  These costs will end up being covered somewhere.  The Board put out a survey that is due back by the 13th.   

3.   Update on WGA Clean and Diversified Energy Initiative
Doug Larson

Transmission Task Force set up by Doug.  Conformed the SSG-WI planning effort schedule for the rest of this year.  They will generate a set of resource portfolios aimed at 2015.  SSG-WI assigned some $$ to run some scenarios.  ABB has expressed interest in doing this, but Dean will coordinate the consultant.  The consultant will be “turning the crank” basically.  How much “ballpark”?  Dean will send Robert Jenkins a paper regarding this (SSG-WI came up with $400-$500,000 per year).    

4.   Subregional Planning Group updates (brief status reports)
STEP – Jeff Miller


SWAT – Rob Kondziolka


NTAC – Chris Reese/Marv Landauer


RMATS – Mike DeWolf

Mike heard from Steve Waddington that there is an effort moving ahead to re-look at RMATS Phase One results and how to move them forward.  They are looking another stakeholder meeting in September.  WIA agreed to help fund a 130-mile 230-kV line in northeastern Wyoming.


CCPG – Bob Easton

5.   NEXT CALL – Tuesday, August 2, 2005

PAGE  
-1-


