Proposed Agenda

Western Congestion Assessment Team Meeting

Joint Meeting with DOE

Portland Airport Conference Center – Room St. Helens A 

November 10, 2005    1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

1:00
1.   Introductions / Logistics

1:10
2.   Introductory remarks

David Meyer – DOE

Louise McCarren - WECC

1:30
3.   Congestion Study – 

· Overview of DOE Study and Energy Policy Act requirements – David Meyer

a)  DOE Congestion Study Task list (1 thru 10)

b)  Definition of “Congestion” under the Energy Policy Act

· Overview of Western Proposal – Doug Larson
· Results of October 28 DOE kickoff meeting in Washington – David Meyer

a)  Definition of “corridors” – Areas, not paths

b)  Preliminary thinking on Criteria for ranking congestion areas – DOE Task #5 

c)  Granularity – how far down into the system will we look for congestion?

2:30    4.   DOE Task #1 – Developing the list of existing western plans and studies.  Discuss: 

· What types of existing plans/studies should be on the list? 

Granularity – include bulk system thru subtransmission plans?

· What methodology should be used to compare the findings? 

a)  Congestion causes – include reliability and economic causes?

b)  Application of congestion metrics to the initial list

· Coordination of WECC work on DOE Task #1 with CRA’s work 

3:00
5.   DOE Task #2 (East) and #3 (West) – 

· Coordination of East and West studies 

a)  Study metrics – what will we use to measure and rank congestion in the studies (LMPs, etc.)

b)  Study assumptions - Which study assumptions should be the same East and West? (gas price, E to W transfers, study years, etc.)  How will these be determined?

· Western Interconnection studies - DOE Task #3 

a)  What studies will be used for the western congestion analysis in Task #3?

(SSG-WI, SPG, Transmission Provider studies?)

b)  How will we use the results of these studies to identify and rank congestion areas?

c)  Do we need additional studies?

4:30
6.   WCAT organization and next steps
· WCAT Membership/Participation – Do we need broader representation (renewable providers, marketers, etc.)?

· Next Steps/Assignments – Examples:

a)  Gather and review available congestion study information for DOE Task #1

b)  Review current and planned studies by SSG-WI, CDEAC and SPGs

c)  Determine if we need to run additional studies?

d) Start the historical path congestion analysis 

e) Develop Congestion Ranking Criteria 
f) Other tasks

· Next Meeting

5:00   7.   Adjourn

