Draft Agenda

Western Congestion Assessment (WCA) Task Force Meeting

Joint Meeting with DOE and DOE Consultants

November 10-11, 2005

1.   Introductions / Logistics

2.   Introductory remarks

David Meyer – DOE

Louise McCarren - WECC

3.   DOE Congestion Study

a.   Objectives – Energy Policy Act of 2005

b.   DOE Schedule

c.   Discussion of key issues for DOE to think about – Examples:

What is “Congestion”?  (reliability, commercial, and marketing strategy, considerations)
What is DOE’s role in determining future fuel choices if transmission congestion is directly linked to future fuel choices?

What is DOE’s role in enabling resource options thru the identification of congested paths 

Will DOE try to estimate the value of new transmission in mitigating the exercise of market power?

4.   Summary of recent and planned western congestion study efforts

a.   Review the institutional roles of the various western planning groups (WECC, SSG-WI, SPGs, CREPC, etc.)

b.   Summary of production simulation modeling work

SSG-WI  

WGA/CDEAC

RMATS/Frontier Project

STEP

CAISO

c.   Historical Congestion Studies – Past work and work planned for 2005-06

d.   Other Subregional Planning Group study work

NTAC

SWAT

CCPG

e.   Incorporation of effects of marketing strategies on future congestion – Mike DeWolf

f.   Consideration of Non-transmission Alternatives – Tom Foley

5.   Linking the western congestion study efforts with DOE’s mandate under the Energy Bill

Overview of Proposal from WI to DOE for the “western” portion of the DOE congestion study

6.   WCA TF –  Purpose of the group, Organization, and responsibilities

a.   work scope for WCA TF – discuss and agree on the work to be performed by the WCA TF

b.   schedule – discuss and agree on the work schedule

c.   WCA TF Membership/Participation and governance

d.   Discuss/identify key Issues WCA TF will need to address

How will we incorporate future individual marketing strategies that may be market sensitive?

Should we propose to DOE, a definition of “congestion” applicable to the Western Interconnection?

How will we address “competing” resource development scenarios in identifying path congestion?

What information/reports will be available to WCA TF on the schedule we need to follow to provide study results to DOE?

7.   Coordination of WCA TF work with DOE and DOE Consultants work – 

Identify specific steps to assure our efforts are efficiently coordinated 

a.   Coordination process

b.   Participation by DOE staff and consultants in WCA TF  

c.   Reports to DOE

