Definition

2015 SSG-WI “Planned Resource Scenario”

(Reference Case)

The following is to be used as a guide for submitting resource and transmission information in the SSG-WI 2015 “Planned Resource Scenario” base case.

The 2015 “Planned Resource Scenario” is being developed by SSG-WI as a reference case against which various western interconnection resource expansion proposals may be compared for economic performance.  The “Planned Resource Scenario” is intended to model those resources and associated transmission additions required to meet projected 2015 load within a region. Resource additions intended primarily for export to other regions should not be included.  Evaluation of such resource plans should be the objective of other resource scenario studies. It is not the purpose of the “Planned Resource Scenario” case to evaluate competing resource plans.  The sources of information for the “Planned Resource Scenario” are primarily publicly available utility resource plans and/or state/provincial agency resource studies.      

Resources Additions - - (2008 to 2015)

Add those incremental resources required to meet regional load growth between 2008 and 2015.

· Where available, resource additions should be taken from utility IRPs.  Renewable resource additions should reflect the level of renewable resources mandated in state Resource Portfolio Standards.  Other public sources of information may be used, including the NWPCC’s 5th Power Plan, the California Energy Commission’s gas study, etc.

· If there are conflicts between publicly available resource plans, the Generation Subgroup will facilitate the resolution of which project(s) to represent in the model.

· A load resource balance will be performed.  Resources in addition to those identified above may need to be added in areas where the planning margin is insufficient.  The Subregional Planning Groups will identify for the SSG-WI Generation Subgroup, which additional resources to include to meet load and planning margin.

Transmission Additions - - (2008 to 2015)

· Add transmission required to integrate the incremental resource additions that will be represented in the “Planned Resource Scenario”.

· Do not add new interregional transmission required to increase export/import capability.  The identification of such additional interregional transmission will be the subject of congestion studies using the 2015 case.

