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Participants on the Call
Doug Larson / Tom Carr, Western Interstate Energy Board
Rich Halvey, Western Governors Association
Bill Moye, Facilitator
John Woody, Pew
Jim Wilcox, Xcel (SD) 
Steve Dayney, Xcel (CO)
Steve Burnage, National Grid
Ned Farquhar, New Mexico Governors’ Office

Robert Castillo, New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department
Michael Milligan, National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Mike DeWolf, PacifiCorp

Grace Anderson, California Energy Commission
Frank Barbera, Imperial Irrigation District

Briefing on CDEAC Process in Instructions to the Transmission Task Force 
Rich Halvey described:  the WGA Clean and Diversified Energy resolution; the organization of the Clean and Diversified Energy Advisory Committee (CDEAC) and its eight task forces and one work group; and the CDEAC schedule.  He noted that transmission issues are likely to be most complex for Clean Coal Task Force and the Wind Task Force since these task forces have a greater choice of where to locate generation.  The Solar Task Force will likely recommend location of generation near load centers in the Southwest.  The Geothermal Task Force will postulate generation in those areas with good geothermal resources.  The Biomass Task Force recommendations may not place great demands on the transmission system. 

Doug Larson reported the charge to the Transmission Task Force which he distilled into several key assignments:  

· Provide an assessment of the transmission needed to enable the recommended 30,000 MW of “clean” generation to reach markets and to assure long-term transmission needs are met.

· Identify barriers to transmission expansion and policies that would overcome such barriers.

· When needed, provide transmission assistance to support the work of the other task forces.

He noted that the CDEAC Quantitative Work Group is developing a suggested methodology by which each of the fuel task forces can provide a crude evaluation of transmission needs associated with their recommendations.  Michael Milligan reported on the discussions and provided an example of the transmission issues that related to transmission for wind. He noted the difficulties of allocating transmission expansion costs to specific fuels.
Doug Larson and Mike DeWolf cited the synergies of building transmission for a portfolio of generation options, rather than just one fuel.  Larson described a proposal to involve early activation of the CDEAC’s Integration Subcommittee in developing the portfolio of generation that the Transmission Task Force needs to evaluate. 

Larson also reported that the states in the WGA footprint fall in all three major interconnections and proposed that the Task Force use existing studies to examine transmission needs in the WGA states in the Eastern Interconnection and ERCOT.  For the WGA states in the Western Interconnection, he proposed that the Task Force tie into the ongoing interconnection-wide modeling work being undertaken by the Seam Steering Group-Western Interconnection (SSG-WI).  Mike DeWolf cited the data needs that will be required to model transmission expansion in the SSG-WI process and will be providing the task force with a summary of those data requirements.


In response to a question from Steve Dayney on the degree of precision and the analytic tools that will be used, Larson noted that the Task Force will need to extrapolate from existing studies in the Eastern Interconnection and ERCOT.  In the Western Interconnection, we hope to rely on the production cost modeling that SSG-WI is doing.  The Quantitative Work Group is likely to recommend that the fuel task forces use a gross dollars/megawatt-mile cost figure to estimate the cost on transmission associated with their recommendations.


Larson noted that that WGA resolution calls for transmission planning over next 25 years, however existing transmission expansion studies only estimate transmission needs ten years into the future because of the vast uncertainty associated with the type of and location of future generation.  The Transmission Task Force will need to develop an approach to provide insights to the CDEAC on transmission needs from years 10 through 25.

Mike DeWolf emphasized the need for the transmission modeling work to iterate with the CDEAC Integration Subcommittee.
Next Steps

· Larson will produce a summary of the call and a proposed report from the Transmission Task Force to the CDEAC at the CDEAC’s meeting next week.

· Participants on the call agreed to organize the Task Force’s work in a way that the full Task Force will address the generic barriers to transmission expansion and policies to overcome those barriers and work groups will be formed to identify specific transmission needs in the WGA portions of the Eastern and Western Interconnections.

· Task Force members are asked to inform staff (dlarson@westgov.org; tcarr@westgov.org; bmoye@stargroupconsulting.com ) of their interest in participating in the Eastern or Western Interconnection work groups.

· Staff has spoken with the chairs of the sub-regional planning efforts in the Western Interconnection and the head of transmission in the Midwest ISO about their participation in the analytic effort and they are willing to participate.
· Steve Dayney will identify an appropriate person to participate from the Colorado Coordinated Planning Group to the effort.

· Mike DeWolf will identify the generation data needs for transmission modeling in the Western Interconnection.

· All Task Force members are asked to identify existing studies germane to the Task Force’s work.  Staff will post these studies on the Transmission Task Force web site.  Ron Montagna suggested posting the recent Keystone study on transmission expansion which will be done.  Robert Castillo will provide the results of New Mexico’s transmission planning effort.
· Ron Montagna and Doug Larson will connect with the Forest Service to inform them of the CDEAC transmission work so that they can make appropriate decisions on land use planning for transmission corridors.

· The Task Force members generally agreed on the following schedule for activity which:

· Report to the CDEAC on June 28.

· The tentative target date for a meeting of the Transmission Task Force (and working groups) is August 4-5 in either Denver or Reno.  
· Transmission Task Force members not on the call are asked to inform staff if those dates and location for a meeting are workable.  PLEASE RESPOND TO STAFF BY JUNE 27.

· Iteration with the CDEAC Integration Subcommittee and transmission modelers in the Western and Eastern. Interconnections will occur in August/September.
· The Transmission Task Force will file its report with the CDEAC by November 1.

· Post-October, the Transmission Task Force will respond to requests from the CDEAC.

