Note from Mike – May 11, 2005

Working with Mary and Jeff King, we've developed a game plan to collect

and summarize thermal unit commitment data for GridView modeling

purposes.  The plan's intent is to:

*
respect the commercial sensitivities of plant owners and

licensing agreements   

*
employ data that are reasonably current and accurate and that

are from expert, reputable sources 

*
ensure a reasonably accurate dispatch of thermal units    

*
enable completion of the database this month.

The focus is on collecting gas thermal unit data.  We plan to use the

gas thermal assumptions developed by Jeff for NW units using the NWPCC's

database for Fifth Power Plan as the starting point.  For gas units in

other locations, we will rely primarily on Platts'  Base Case and

Power.Dat databases and potentially on EPA's EGrid data base.  We will

then reconcile between the data sources so that we have a coherent

picture across the West.  

Priority is being given to building generic heat rate and summer derate

assumptions applicable to gas units of different technology types and

locations: 

*
Gas-Steam (ST) 

*
Simple Cycle (SCCT) 


*
Aero-derivative (jet engine type) 


*
Industrial

*
Combined Cycle (CCCT)  


*
Configuration (1x1 [1GT to 1ST], 3x1 [ 3 GT to 1 ST],

etc 


*
Air vs. water cooling

*
Cogeneration Facilities  (we may have to assume all are either

able to be dispatched or not able, given lack of data) 


*
Must run  (e.g. March Point) 


*
Limited dispatch (e.g. Coyote Springs)

We'll convene with Jeff and with other Platts license-holders to review

the Platts data downloads to formulate the generic heat rate curves and

summer derates.  We will probably adopt a single set of ramp rates and

minimum up/down times for all gas units except SCTs.  Coal unit

commitment data will be based generally on PacifiCorp units and Platts

data sources.  The GSG will circulate generic assumptions for comment by

the states and the SPGs before the 2008 study is finalized.
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