DRAFT
September 30, 2005

Ms. Poonum Agrawal

Manager, Markets and Technical Integration
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability
Department of Energy
Dear Ms. Agrawal:
The Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires that the Department of Energy (DOE) must within a year of passage of the Act. “…in consultation with affected States, shall conduct study of electric transmission congestion.”
CREPC, WECC, SSG-WI and the WECC Subregional Planning Groups (footnote a brief description of each entity) propose to, in collaboration with each other and with the DOE, provide this study of congestion for the Western Interconnection (WI).   The proposal is to utilize the current transmission planning methods and analyses in the WI to produce the study of electric transmission congestion as requested by the Energy Policy Act.  The processes in the WI for transmission planning are described in Attachment A.  These processes are democratic and open to all stakeholders in the WI.
The proposal is to provide the analysis in two parts:  
1. Analysis of historical congestion
2. Analysis of forward looking congestion.

Historical Congestion

By January 30, 2006, deliver a historical analysis of congestion in the WI by utilizing the existing PacifiCorp and SSG-WI data base with the addition of necessary data from OATI.  It is estimated that the acquisition of the OATI data will cost $25,000.  We propose that DOE provide the funds for the acquisition. 
This analysis will be centered in the context of experience by the Subregional Planning Groups in the WI with regard to congestion experienced or expected.

Forward Looking Congestion

By April 15, 2006, deliver a forward looking congestion study using the updated SSG-WI data base and 2015 reference case as reviewed and modified by the existing Subregional  Planning Groups, assuming that the SSG-WI updated are available.  Provide any additional generation and demand scenarios as mutually agreed upon between WECC and DOE. 
