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SUMMARY of TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS, TARIFF and MARKET ISSUES
November 22, 2004

This table consists of a compilation of issues raised by a variety of means that have a bearing on the creation of a more robust and transparent transmission/energy market in the greater Rocky Mountain and Desert Southwest region of the Western Interconnection.  The table is intended to be a living document that will be updated as new issues are defined and previously identified issues are addressed.

WESTCONNECT TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS/TARIFF/MARKET ISSUES

November 22, 2004

	
	ISSUE RAISED FOR DISCUSSION OR RESOLUTION
	PRIORITY
	PROPOSED RESOLUTION
	COMPLETION DATE/PHASE

	1. 
	Resale of transmission rights in secondary market
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	2. 
	 Reservations for retail load not always  released when not scheduled
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	3. 
	 Multiple time zones and individual TP practices can make scheduling  difficult
	1
	Refer to wesTTrans Technical Committee to ensure commonality in approach.
	Phase 1/2

	4. 
	Closed process to determine TTC & ATC
	1
	A stakeholder process for determination of TTC & ATC will be implemented during 1Q 2005 and annually thereafter.
	First Quarter, 2005

	5. 
	Postings do not always match actual ATC
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	6. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Different systems used for reservations
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	7. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Scheduling rules are inconsistent
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	8. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Scheduling deadlines differ
	1
	Refer to wesTTrans Technical Committee to ensure common approach. Phase 2 monitoring should also help resolve.
	Phase 1/2

	9. 
	State jurisdiction should be protected with no need to create an RTO
	1
	The WestConnect cost/benefit study is intended to provide useful information for each transmission owner to use in discussions with their State regulators as to the desirability of participating in an RTO.
	Ongoing

	10. 
	Cost-based rate regulation maintained for native load, including all transmission services.
	1
	The WestConnect cost/benefit study is intended to provide useful information for each jurisdictional entity to use in discussions with their State regulators as to the desirability of participating in an RTO.
	Ongoing

	11. 
	States maintain ultimate authority over transmission planning and reliability issues.
	1
	The WestConnect cost/benefit study is intended to provide useful information for each transmission owner to use in discussions with their State regulators as to the desirability of participating in an RTO.
	Ongoing

	12. 
	No market rates for transmission congestion or other services.  (i.e., no LMP)
	1
	WestConnect has not proposed an LMP based congestion management mechanism. However, the WestConnect cost/benefit study is intended to provide useful information for each entity to use in discussions with their State regulators as to the desirability of participating in an RTO.
	Ongoing

	13. 
	ATC changes slow to post on OASIS
	
	See Resolved Issues List
	Completed

	14. 
	Regional transmission planning needed
	1
	WestConnect participants agree and are active in several subregional planning processes including the SWAT Planning Committee, which has recently been formed and is continuing to evolve.
	Phases 1-4

	15. 
	Allow schedule changes at any time during the operating hour (In current practice TPs will not act on requests later than 20 minutes before the hour to facilitate check-out with neighboring Control Areas)
	2
	Assign to wesTTrans Technical Committee to determine feasibility of changing timeline.
	Phase 3

	16. 
	Create ½ hour transmission schedules.
	2
	Assign to wesTTrans Technical Committee to determine feasibility of instituting additional scheduling increments.
	Phase 3

	17. 
	Transmission Rollover rights
	2
	Investigate the potential for developing a Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process consistent with FERC regulations.
	Phase 3

	18. 
	Transmission Redirect rights
	2
	Possibility of resolving through wesTTrans Technical Committee or separately develop a Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	19. 
	Interconnections:  OATT timelines not followed – no practical, timely ability to enforce
	2
	WestConnect Phase 3 includes common regional interconnection queuing and processing. In the interim possibly implement fast-track ADR for interconnection disputes.
	Phase 3

	20. 
	Interconnections:  Queuing rules not consistent
	2
	WestConnect Phase 3 includes common regional interconnection queuing and processing.  Develop Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	21. 
	Interconnections:  Need to coordinate queues among multiple TPs
	2
	WestConnect Phase 3 includes common regional interconnection queuing and processing.  Develop Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	22. 
	Inadequate lead time for planned transmission outages
	2
	Possibly refer to wesTTrans Technical Committee to ensure commonality of approach.  Investigate the development of a Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	23. 
	Better coordination of transmission outage plans needed, particularly with Transmission Customers
	2
	Possibly refer to wesTTrans Technical Committee to ensure commonality of approach.  Investigate the development of a  Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	24. 
	Lack of regional market monitor
	2
	Being addressed in SSG-WI and CREPC processes.  Market Monitoring activities implemented incrementally in WestConnect  Phases 2-6.
	Phases 2-6

	25. 
	Interconnections to jointly-owned projects increases complexity
	2
	WestConnect Phase 3 includes common interconnection queuing and processing.  Investigate the development of a Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	Phase 3

	26. 
	Evolving FERC Tariff Policies & Case Law
	3
	WestConnect will continue to monitor and intervene where appropriate and advocate logical solutions.
	Ongoing

	27. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Tagging software vendor has a monopoly
	3
	WestConnect notes this issue and will give further consideration as to whether it can offer any resolution
	Ongoing

	
	
	
	
	

	GENERIC MARKET ISSUES – NOT RAISED AS AN ISSUE IN WESTCONNECT FOOTPRINT

	1. 
	Alleged Standards of Conduct Violations
(FERC Hotline Issue)
	
	Investigate further for specifics, if any related to the WestConnect footprint.  All FERC jurisdictional WC TOs have committed to strictly follow FERC Order 2004 guidelines including training on new provisions.  Jurisdictional TOs and non-jurisdictional TOs with reciprocity OATTs are subject to FERC SOC audits.
	

	2. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Some postings should be tariff filings
(FERC Hotline Issue)
	
	Investigate further to determine more specifics.
	

	3. 
	Interconnections: Alleged undue discrimination against interconnectors
(FERC Hotline Issue)
	
	Investigate for further specifics.  WestConnect Phase 3 includes common interconnection queuing and processing.  Investigate the development of Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	

	4. 
	Inconsistent interpretations and implementation of OATTs by TPs
(FERC Hotline Issue)
	
	Initiate discussions to identify differences and possible solutions.  Develop regional tariff in Phase 5.
	

	5. 
	What constitutes a request for service
(FERC Hotline Issue)
	
	Develop Regional Protocol in a stakeholder process.
	

	6. 
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	


RESOLVED ISSUES

	
	ISSUE RAISED FOR DISCUSSION OR RESOLUTION
	PRIORITY
	RESOLUTION
	COMPLETION DATE

	1. 
	Resale of transmission rights in secondary market
	1
	Implemented as a wesTTrans function
	2004

	2. 
	 Reservations for retail load not always  released when not scheduled
	1
	The wesTTrans Technical Committee has developed procedures to provide commonality of approach.  WestConnect TOs have agreed to conform to the wesTTrans procedures.
	2004

	3. 
	Postings do not always match actual ATC
	1
	The wesTTrans Technical Committee has developed procedures to provide commonality of approach.  WestConnect TOs have agreed to conform to the wesTTrans procedures.
	2004

	4. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Different systems used for reservations
	1
	Implemented as a wesTTrans function.
	2004

	5. 
	OASIS and Scheduling:  Scheduling rules are inconsistent
	1
	The wesTTrans Technical Committee has developed procedures to provide consistent application.  WestConnect TOs have agreed to conform to the wesTTrans procedures.
	2004

	6. 
	ATC changes slow to post on OASIS
	1
	wesTTrans Technical Committee has reviewed processes and increased timeliness of postings.
	2004



