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· Problem Statement

· New Construction
· There are known transmission system constraints that need either wires or non-wires solutions.

· Some planned expansion is underway on individual Transmission Provider’s systems.

· Some planned expansion has been agreed to by the region (G-20).

· Expansion delays have resulted due to lack of funding.

· Expansion delays have resulted due to uncertainty over allocation of costs/benefits.

· System Impact Studies and Facilities Studies are complicated and take a lot of time. 

· Long-term Queue
· There are known problems with requests for long-term service

· Determination of Available Capacity

· Interpretation of OATT 

· Implementation of Business Practices

· Study Requirements

· Timing Issues

· Problems are further complicated when more than one system is involved

· Baseline Description

· Status Quo

· Defined by a model that reflect the current transmission configuration and that identifies existing constraints/flowgates

· Defined by regional long-term reservation procedures

· Known and Measurable Changes

· Identify known expansion/upgrade plans, e.g., that portion of the G-20 anticipated to be completed by a time certain
· Any Business Practice changes

· Potential Approach by Grid West
· Regional Planning

· Broad view of the region, problems and solutions

· Common approach to planning

· Common approach to back-stop

· Common approach to new discrete investments

· Common approach to cost/benefit allocation

· Common queue

· Common request/reservation/study procedures

· Potential Alternative Approaches

· TIG

· Other

· Analytical Questions

· How to identify problems?

· How to scope the needed investment(s)?

· How to allocate costs?

· How to allocate resulting capacity (whether ATC or AFC or something else)?

· How to allocate other benefits?

· What is the duration of the cost/benefit allocation?

· What triggers the back-stop?

· How to allocate investment between reliability and commercial use?

· How to assimilate request/reservation/study procedures?

· Related Efforts

· SSG-WI Planning

· NTAC

· TIG

· BPA’s Business Practices Forum

· Analysis Design/Performed

· SSG-WI Planning

· NTAC

· WECC

· BPA’s Business Practices Forum

· Other

· Potential Wealth Transfer Impacts

· Economic and Qualitative Benefits

· Certainty

· Efficiency (reduced delays)

· Standardization

