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BPA Scheduling Coordinator Services
for Full Service Customers* under RTO West 
When RTO West begins operation, it will accept schedules only from an accredited scheduling coordinator.  This assures the RTO that all organizations doing scheduling meet certain operational and financial requirements.  The scheduling coordinator role also provides RTO West with a single point of contact for all the transmission users represented by a particular scheduling coordinator. 

The point of these requirements is to assure the RTO that all schedules balance load and generation and that the RTO will be able to manage its relations with customers to ensure effective real-time management and operation of the transmission grid. 

BPA plans to become a scheduling coordinator and expects to be the scheduling coordinator for the Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) as part of its obligation to retain control over federal assets. 

Currently, BPA manages generation from the FCRPS, load through its control area functions and the load variance product in the priority firm rate contracts, and ancillary services through either a full service power sale contract or a transmission contract. When it is established, the RTO will assume the control area functions and become the provider of last resort for assign ancillary services. 

BPA expects to act as a scheduling coordinator for all its full service customers currently holding transmission contracts and has offered to do so even for those that convert their transmission contracts to RTO West service. BPA’s working assumption is that the load variance product can only be provided if BPA is the customer’s scheduling coordinator. BPA will also provide its customers with the ancillary services assigned to the loads and generation as per the applicable contracts and tariffs . If, however, a full service customer wants to become a scheduling coordinator or to hire a different scheduling coordinator, BPA will work with it to explore the possibility. 

In actuality, BPA expects very little to change in its relationship with its full service customers. BPA will continue to perform its usual functions — load forecasting, generation dispatch setup, preschedule, schedule adjustment, real-time scheduling, after-the-fact settlements and billing and revenue collection. BPA will rely more on customers for load forecasting information and meter data in order to better balance loads/generation and minimize imbalance energy. There also will be an added step in which BPA, as the schedule coordinator, settles with RTO West. 

BPA hopes to simplify its relationships with customers by having one scheduling organization that combines its Transmission Business Line and Power Business Line scheduling groups. That should allow closer relationships and an ability to control and minimize the cost of doing business. 

* This reflects BPA’s current understanding of the scheduling coordinator role and function.  The role may evolve and change as the filing utilities complete their filing and respond to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission guidance.  


Page 1 of 1
March 29, 2002


