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Bonneville Power Administration

Education Grants Announcements

Solicitation/Request for Applications

July 30, 2012

Program Goals and Objectives:

The Bonneville Power Administration’s Education Grants program was established to provide assistance to non-profit organizations, government organizations and others working in the area of education for K-12 grade students. 

The goal of BPA’s education grants program is to advance awareness and understanding of hydroelectricity and related issues for students in the Pacific Northwest. Projects could focus on electricity generation and transmission; energy efficiency; hydropower and how it is produced; environmental stewardship of the Columbia River basin; projects that study habitat and ecosystems; and others. 
$20,000 is available for grants for projects to be completed in the 2012/2013 school year. 

BPA anticipates awarding between four and ten grants, ranging from $500 to $5,000 each. 

Eligibility Criteria:

Projects must be carried out in BPA’s service territory (Washington, Idaho, Oregon, and parts of Montana, Nevada, and Wyoming)

Projects must serve K-12 students 

Funding can be awarded to school districts, government agencies and nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations. Grants cannot be made to individuals.

Instructions to Applicants:

Please complete the Education Grants Application form and submit to cfadams@bpa.gov by August 24, 2012.  Please ensure that your application is complete. 

Grants will be awarded in early September for projects to be carried out in the 2012/2013 school year.

Unless publicly available or otherwise available under the Freedom of Information Act, information submitted shall be used for evaluation only and shall not be disclosed outside of BPA without the applicant’s approval.

How Proposals are Evaluated:

Applications will be evaluated in a timely and objective manner by an agency grant approval team and subject matter experts.   Projects will be evaluated based on the likelihood of meeting education program objectives (stated above), cost/benefit ratio (cost is appropriate given numbers of students reached); and that the project and activities are engaging, scientifically correct and age/grade appropriate.

Terms and Conditions of Award:

BPA may fund all or part of a proposed project.  Payment will be made in advance. Award recipients will be asked to file a progress report halfway through the project, and a statement of completion.  Grants are awarded on a year to year basis and are not intended to provide on-going program funding. Recipients should acknowledge BPA Education Grant funding as appropriate on public materials such as press releases, web sites, handouts, signage, etc.  
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO BPA FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  (4-1)

(BFAI 4.10) (Sep 04)

PROCEDURE:
The FAO shall include this clause in all Simplified Grants and other Financial Assistance Awards. 

The Bonneville Power Administration's financial assistance function is managed and executed solely in accordance with the Bonneville Financial Assistance Instructions (BFAI).  The BFAI is available without charge on the Internet at http://www/bpa.gov.  Copies of the BFAI may be obtained for $15.00 each.  Requests and comments should be sent to Head of the Contracting Activity - GK, Bonneville Power Administration, P.O. Box 3621, Portland, OR  97208. Subscriptions are not available.

NONDISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS  (4-2)

(BFAI 4.10) (Sep 04)

PROCEDURE:
The FAO shall include this clause in all Simplified Grants and other Financial Assistance Awards. 

The recipient shall comply with 10 CFR Chapter II, Section 600.39 which provides that "...no person shall on the ground of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, or age be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, be subjected to discrimination under, or be denied employment, where the main purpose of the program or activity is to provide employment or when the delivery of program services is affected by the recipient's employment practices, in connection with any program or activity receiving Federal assistance from ..." BPA.

EXAMINATION OF RECORDS  (4-3)

(BFAI 4.10) (Sep 04)

PROCEDURE:
The FAO shall include this clause in all Simplified Grants and other Financial Assistance Awards. 

(a) The recipient shall maintain books, records, documents, and other evidence and accounting procedures and practices, sufficient to reflect properly all direct and indirect costs of whatever nature claimed to have been incurred and anticipated to be incurred for the performance of this award.  The Financial Assistance Officer or a representative shall have the right of access to any books, documents, papers, or other records of recipients and subrecipients which are pertinent to the award, in order to make audits, examinations, excerpts and transcripts.

(b) Such material shall be made available at the office of the recipient, at all reasonable times, for inspection, audit or reproduction, until the expiration of 3 years from the date of final payment under this award or for such longer period, if any, as is required by applicable statute.  If any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit or other action involving the records has been started prior to the expiration of the 3 year period, the records must be retained until completion of the action and resolution of all issues which arise from it, or until the end of the regular 3 year period whichever is later.
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