(Local Libby Bighorn Terrace concerns about BPA power line upgrade)

A. Homes and area population in the Kootenai Valley continues to grow &
has more than trebled in the last ten years.

B. More people are using the power line access daily for a walking trail,
biking, riding ATV ’s and snow mobile riding during winter months.

C. My wife and I have personally seen fires and down power lines at least 3
times in the last ten years.

D. As our area continues to grow we have seen more and more children
playing under and around the power lines.

E. We are hearing more people complaining about the power line being a
detrimental health hazard.

F. As people continue building homes along both sides of the power
line...it’s only a matter of time before someone is killed by down power
cables.

G. People are curious to see what causes the cracking and sparkling of
down power lines and want to investigate far too closely during the snowy
winter months and is a definite life threatening situation.

H. Approximately 1 acre of my land...and other folks property has been
rendered useless ... and possible expansion and/or upgrading will take
property which I and others would like to build on for family members and
use for other possible needs.

I I have personally seen children shooting BB rifles at birds and squirrels
perched on power line poles. Shotguns & high power rifles could possibly be
next.

J. Re-routing existing power lines away from growing populated areas and
increasing power levels to K-3 voltage for later usage seems to be a logical
plan. It would remove the vast majority of human outcry of detriment &
concern. It would also allow land owners to reclaim valuable property for
continued inevitable advancement without the existing worries of possible
life threatening power lines in the midst of human population and growth.
K. Time changes all things through population and technological growth.
Isn’t it just possible that time has come for BPA to re-evaluate moving to the
next level of growth in providing their much needed services for human
needs to the next level as well?
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