


more cost-effective approach, conserving resources
that can be used to strengthen the transmission
system elsewhere.

In addition to maintaining the appropriate safety
clearance between vegetation and power lines, our
crews also work to establish low-growing native
plant communities and treat noxious weeds along
the rights-of-way.

Keeping communities
informed

Before starting vegetation management activities,
BPA makes every effort to contact landowners and
residents near the project area to inform them about
the work to be done. We also listen to their concerns
and let the local community know when our crews
will be in the area.

When it’s necessary to remove trees near power
lines, our crews work with landowners to minimize
the impact. We will remove tree limbs and any debris
we create. Generally, cut logs are left for the
landowner’s use or are hauled away on request.

Why does BPA have the right to
manage vegetation near power lines?

Generally, before a power line is built, BPA purchas-
es an easement or right-of-way from the landowner.
As the easement holder, BPA has the legal right to
maintain and protect its transmission equipment and
facilities. This includes keeping the right-of-way clear
of trees and other obstructions that could interfere
with the safe and reliable operation of the line.

How you can help

Even though we regularly inspect our transmission
lines, you can help by notifying us if you see trees or
vegetation that might be growing too close to the lines.

For your own safety, it's important that you never
attempt to trim or remove a tree that’s near a
transmission line because working around energized
power lines is very hazardous. Instead, call BPA and
our specially trained crews will take care of it.

You can also help stop potential power line problems
before they start. If your property borders a
transmission corridor, avoid planting new trees
directly beneath power lines or too close to electrical
equipment. Generally, smaller-scale native or
ornamental shrubs, ferns and grasses are allowable
options in a right-of-way.

Before you plant any vegetation on BPA rights-of-
way, be sure to coordinate with us by filling out one
of our Land Use Applications. This will enable us to
maintain a safe distance between the vegetation and
our power lines and ensure that the vegetation will
not block access to the lines, towers or poles.

For more information

If you have any questions about our vegetation
management program or would like to request a
BPA Land Use Application, call us at (800) 836-6619.

For more details on BPA rights-of-way and how to
stay safe around high-voltage power lines, visit our
Web site at www.bpa.gov/corporate/pubs. You can
also obtain a copy of BPA's Land Use Application
from the Web site.
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