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In reply refer to:  PFR-6 
 
To parties interested in Bonneville Power Administration’s (BPA) Tiered Rate Methodology Rate 
Case: 
 
Today BPA issued its Tiered Rate Methodology (TRM) initial proposal.  The TRM will establish a rate 
design that creates a predictable and durable means by which to tier BPA’s priority firm power rate.  The 
Federal Register notice of the TRM rate case is expected to be published on May 6 and will begin the rate 
proceeding under section 7(i) of the Northwest Power Act.  
 
A prehearing conference will be held May 9, 2008.  The Hearing Officer will set the final schedule for the 
rate case and grant party status at that time.  Please see the Federal Register notice for more information 
about becoming a party.  BPA expects to conclude the formal rate process in late September 2008 with a 
final Record of Decision (ROD). 
 
A rate case is a legal proceeding wherein BPA is required to follow procedures set out in section 7(i) of 
the Northwest Power Act.  The ex parte rules of this legal proceeding prevent BPA from having private 
discussions about substantive rate case matters beginning today and throughout the duration of the rate 
case.  All discussions relative to alternative approaches must be conducted in publicly noticed meetings.  
 
How to comment on BPA’s Tiered Rate Methodology 
Publication of the TRM proposal is the start of a formal public comment period.  The public comment 
period closes July 10, 2008.  Interested members of the public may make written comments between  
May 2, 2008 and July 10, 2008.  Written comments may be made as follows:  online at BPA’s Web site:  
www.bpa.gov/comment; by mail to BPA Public Affairs, DKE-7, P.O. Box 14428, Portland, OR  
97293-4428; or by facsimile to (503) 230-3285.  Please identify written or electronic copies as “Tiered 
Rate Methodology.” 
 
For more information 
For more information about the TRM initial proposal, including the Federal Register notice, see BPA's 
Web site at www.bpa.gov/corporate/ratecase/2008/2008_TRM/.  If you have questions or want more 
information than is provided at this Web site, please call us toll free at  
(800) 622-4519.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ Nancy Parker 
 
Nancy Parker 
TRM Rate Case Manager 
 
 


