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Utility Sounding Board (USB) Call Summary 
March 14, 2007 

 
USB members in attendance via phone: 

• Van Ashton – Idaho Falls Power/IDEA 
• Bruce Etzel – Benton REA 
• Kevin Howerton – Grays Harbor PUD 
• Joe Savage – Emerald PUD 
• Tom Schumacher – Benton PUD 
• Mary Smith – Puget Sound Energy 
• Jim Wellcome – Cowlitz County PUD 
• Kathy Moore – Umatilla Electric 
 

BPA staff in attendance at various times: 
• Tim Scanlon 
• Mira Vowles 
• Karen Meadows 
• Jennifer Eskil 
• Krystal Villanueva 
• Ken Keating 
• Mark Ralston 

 
NWPPA-Sponsored Commercial Audit Training - April 19-20 (Mira Vowles) 
• Clark Public Utilities is hosting the training at their service center 
• The March 20 deadline for early registration discount might be extended; with 22 

registrations the training costs will break even.  Will reschedule if there are better 
dates.  May conflict with Net Metering class. 

 
Commercial Update (Mira Vowles) 
• Commercial Marketing Plan Brown Bag – April 25th 
• Commercial New Construction (CNC) – Brown Bag – May 23 
• CNC Early ID – started trial period as of last week for early identification; 1 submittal 

– City of Plummer.  Accepting the first 20.  Reports due before May workshop. 
 
Reminder 
Utilities will need a reminder about bi-annual reporting, Energy Efficiency 
Representatives (EER) will discuss with COTRs who will be reminding utilities. 
 
PTR Brown Bags 
• Will there be any more PTR Brown Bags when people actually start doing reports?  

[That would be a great idea.] 
• Where are the Excel spreadsheets that utilities can download and use to add 

measures?  [They are on the PTR Web site.] 
• This is the first report for utilities that weren’t involved in the Early Start. 
• Webinars with Nora Miller (PTR): Nora has planned to do more training around April. 
• Reports due by April 30. 
 
2007 Utility Workshop (Mira Vowles) 
• Need utilities to register, last week 26 individuals registered, plus 13 vendors. 
• Will send another reminder through EERs.  Last year 145 attended.  There is a 

registration discount until April 15. 



Utility Sounding Board (USB) Conference Call Summary –March 14, 2007 2

• Dinner on May 17.  Brent suggested Stanfords at 7:30 after the vendor reception.  All 
USB Members & Ken Keating are invited. 

• Has a written invitation been sent out?  [Sent a save the date email and a reminder.]  
Something hard copy would be very helpful.  Maybe the EERs can send something 
out to remind their customers.  [Another reminder email will go out in the next week; 
attendees can print the email and attach to travel request.]   

• Vendors will be asked to donate products for prizes.  Keeping the vendors out of the 
workshop.   

 
TSP Enhancements (Jennifer Eskil) 
• There's been a slowdown in the number of technical proposals coming in, so BPA 

may incent mining for new opportunities with high performing TSP consultants.  
• Quantec interviewed all TSP consultants, and they said they can no longer afford the 

cost of developing proposals.  The Energy Trust of Oregon model allows payment of 
consultants.  

• 2 different channels: 
o 1) Will meet with EERs and ask them to target utilities to reach out to. The EERs 

to develop go out and mine, work with consultant develop work plan to go out 
and work with compressed air area… 

o 2) Master agreement consultants have been asked to bring in creative ideas, 
e.g., Cascade Engineering – commissioning idea. 

• All TSP Procedures & policies apply. 
• The work plan is an opportunity for consultants/utilities to see what they can do in the 

utility service territory. 
• BPA is paying for these work plans.  The TSP evaluation said consultants can spend 

important man hours mining service territories without consideration of being paid.   
• $0.15 option utilities do not qualify at this time.  Contact your EER to change to the 

$0.12 option.  Jennifer Eskil, Industrial Sector Lead, is interested in small industry 
opportunities. 

• Does this sound appealing from a utility stand point? 
o One USB member said they would rather keep the extra money for rebates and 

stay at $0.15. 
o We don’t have that many industrial customers to need a plan. [Would utilities 

rather see the request go through the TSP portal?  The EE engineers still put it in 
the portal for utilities]. 

• One of the nice things about consultants mining for BPA/utilities is that they have 
good relationships with industrial/commercial customers, and they can sometimes 
move them forward. 

• BPA currently has achieved 15 aMW toward a 52 aMW target. This is significantly 
behind where the agency needs to be.  BPA is trying to encourage more 
conservation.   

• As Jennifer Eskil and the EERs market this, is there anything that they can do to help 
market this to utilities?  How does BPA encourage utilities? 
o Target utilities that might benefit. 
o This won't work for a lot of utilities that have mainly residential load. 
o Outreach is started with three utilities that are high-end. 

• BPA needs to prioritize and be more organized for targeted efforts. 
 
Trade Ally Network (TAN) – Tim Scanlon 
This is a follow up from the last meeting.  
• Description of summary findings  
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o Investor-owned utilities are putting lighting programs in place with TAN.  BPA 
wants to leverage that opportunity in order to meet targets for this fiscal year and 
to maximize the lighting target in all sectors. 
– BPA is making TANs more aware of projects so they can market to their 

customers. 
– Leverage Commercial/Industrial Lighting Roadmap. 
– There are entities out there that have the capability . . . competitive 

solicitation.  
– The utility is the decision maker on what is implemented in their territory. 
– Vendors should be encouraged to communicate with utilities before they start 

working in their service territory.  This is one of the top criteria for the TAN 
Administrator.  The Administrator will help them work in a multitude of utility 
service territories. 

– BPA encourages utilities to get approval from the customers for vendors to 
work with them. 

– Utilities should consider the long run if everyone believes vendors can be 
marketing portals. 

o One of the things that was really helpful when BPA did its training is that prior to 
the training BPA had utility invite surrounding fellow utilities.  Only utilities were at 
the meeting.   

o BPA encourages people from utilities to participate in TAN training.  We’ll be 
looking for support from utilities and for the utilities to let local vendors know 
about the training.   

 
EnergySmart Grocer (ESG) 
BPA is negotiating an agreement with PECI on the next phase of the pilot, which is 
operating under a verbal agreement.  The first phase was to get utilities signed up; 
second was to do the audits. 
• USB comments: 

o Skeptical of third party contracts – very pleased with the modifications that have 
been made since last year.  It's a utility friendly program.  

o We’ll be participating as well.  This seems very well thought through.   
o Giving utilities options/accommodations to customize the program was very 

helpful. 
o Is the time between signing up and implementation a problem?  BPA wasn’t clear 

on the phases.  BPA is paying staff time at PECI to go out and do this; we 
wanted to make sure we had enough people signed up before we implemented 
anything.  [BPA will send a memo to utilities on the phases for ESG.] 

 
Salmon Book Changes 
BPA sent the USB a very rough draft.  We’ve gotten feedback from three USB members 
and we’ve gone through it with the people who work with PTR system and BPA sector 
leads.  Later this morning the USB will get another copy of the salmon book changes 
from their EER to make sure necessary edits have been made. 
• Three additions: 

1. Increased the CAP on non-industrial lighting and non-standard to 70 percent of 
incremental costs. 

2. Addition of potential for using custom proposal for lighting in industrial projects.  
This doesn’t mean utilities can’t use the ESO+ approach but it leaves an option.  
It takes over 100,000 kWh to do it.  It’s a lot of work for everyone.  BPA doesn’t’ 
want projects to fall through because of rigid guidelines. 
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3. Horse Troughs 
• BPA won’t change: 
 Pre-rinse spray valves  
 Geothermal heat pumps  
 ENERGY STAR® dishwashers 
 Heat pumps 
• Language is added to clarify single pane low income windows and ground source 

heat pump credits.  
• BPA has asked the Regional Technical Forum (RTF) to add a third insulation 

measure – R11-38, and to add rebuilt wheel line levelizers for irrigation.   
• ENERGY STAR vending machines are not ready yet. 
• BPA is not considering the option of adding an HSPF calculator for 9.5 heat pumps. 
• No further discussion on multi family homes. 
• Adam Hadley will report the manual changes by page number. 
 
Summit Blue Strategic Marketing Plan 
BPA hired Summit Blue Consulting to develop a strategic marketing plan for Energy 
Efficiency; a draft report is due this week.  The final report is due in early April.  Summit 
Blue interviewed various people from BPA and utilities, etc.  BPA wants to close the loop 
with utilities, and is thinking about what the best forum would be for that: Utility 
Workshop, Brown Bag or the USB?   
 
Thoughts?  BPA has seen a preliminary draft.  Should that be shared with the USB?  
This isn't a request for the USB to review the report because these are responses from 
the interviews.   
 
Put this on agenda for April 11 USB meeting. 
 
Other 
Job announcement has been released to fill the EE Marketing Manager position vacated 
by Tom Foeller.  The new manager should be on board within a couple of months. 
 
Headcount for April 11 USB Meeting: 
Kathy Moore 
Bruce Etzel 
Van Ashton 
Kevin Howerton 
Joe Savage 
Randy Thorn 
Dawn Senger 
Larry Blaufus is not available 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (These "optimized" settings are consistent with BPA External Web Standards issued on 12-31-2005.  They are similar to the High Quality default settings, except:  1\) file resolution is reduced to 600 dpi;  2\) fast web view is turned off; and  3\) color and grayscale images above 225 ppi will be downsampled to 150 ppi \(to lower resolution\).)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


