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RENEWABLE GENERATION

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

January 15, 2009

Background Information

With this Request for Information (RFI), Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is seeking specific information about the potential supply, terms and conditions associated with the purchase of output from renewable generation resources.  The information would be used to assist BPA in the planning for its future resource acquisitions (Tier 2 purchases) and aid utility customers who are planning to meet their own load growth with renewable resource acquisitions, rather than rely solely on BPA.

BPA expects to obtain information on the availability of renewable generation that will allow the agency to:

· Obtain information on prices or new resources in advance of BPA’s Resource Program
· Establish new contacts and relationships with renewable resource developers

· Determine the cost impact of such resources if included in BPA rates
· Better understand the types of new renewable technologies and resources that are currently or could be made available in the Northwest
Objective for RFI

The responses requested in this solicitation will be used to assess the availability and terms related to the purchase of output of electric generation from renewable resources.  BPA will use this information to further develop and define its Resource Program.  
Description of Information Requested & Criteria
BPA invites responses from a variety of suppliers, including but not limited to, independent power producers, qualifying cogeneration facilities, small power production facilities, electric utilities and any other entity willing to provide the stated requirements as listed below:

1. Name and description of company/organization, development experience, including a designated point of contact and contact information.

2. Most recent annual report or audited financial statements of Respondent.

3. Renewable Resource proposals that meet the Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) in Oregon, Washington or Montana.  These resources include but are not limited to the following:
· Wind

· Solar

· Hydro

· Wave, tidal and ocean 

· Geothermal

· Landfill gas

· Organic human or animal waste

· Biomass (excludes treated wood, old-growth timber, black liquor, municipal solid waste)

This list is not necessarily all encompassing; any other product that is capable of meeting the renewable standards as set forth in Oregon Senate Bill 828, Washington Initiative 937 or Montana Senate Bill 415 will be considered.
4. Submissions for waste heat recovery projects and industrial efficiency projects that meet the criteria of Subtitle D of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 will also be considered.

5. Submissions will be for renewable projects with a purchase amount of 1 aMW or greater.

6. On line date of facility and, if different, the date energy will be available for purchase.
7. Proposed term(s) of any power purchase arrangement (minimum of 5 years).
8. Available points of delivery must satisfy the following criteria:
· within BPA’s balancing authority; or
· within the balancing authority of one of the following BPA public customers:  Seattle City Light, Tacoma Public Utilities, PUD No. 2 of Grant County, PUD No. 1 of Chelan County or PUD No. 1 of Douglas County; or 

· within the balancing authority of Avista, Puget Sound Energy, Portland General Electric, Northwestern Energy, Idaho Power or Sierra Pacific Power.
Resources located in other balancing authorities including PacifiCorp, British Columbia Transmission Corporation, CAISO or Nevada Power Company should identify arrangements for wheeling the output of their resources to one of the balancing authorities listed above.

9. Expected scheduling arrangements:  Respondents should plan to supply or obtain the appropriate within-hour services from the applicable balancing authority.

10. Prices should include the cost of energy delivered to the applicable balancing authority, with estimated transmission and within-hour integration costs identified separately (a breakout of these costs is requested so that BPA can analyze opportunities where these costs could be minimized or avoided)
11. Pricing structure should be expressed in nominal dollars/megawatt-hour for each year of the proposed term with sufficient explanation of underlying assumptions: e.g. the inflation rate.

12. Pricing for energy and Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) should be presented as a bundled product such that RECs or all other environmental attributes associated with the power purchased by BPA will become property of BPA.

13. BPA requests that Respondents supply the status of their current permitting process as well as transmission and interconnection requests, if any.
Responses to this RFI should be provided in a format similar to the table below.
	Resource Type
	Cost
	Point(s) of Delivery
	Term
	Price Range
	On-line Date
	Date Energy Available

	
	Energy & RECs
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Transmission
	
	
	

	
	Within-Hour Integration
	
	
	

	
	Other
	
	
	


Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality

If marked confidential by Respondent, BPA will make reasonable efforts to keep the submitted information confidential to the extent allowed by law.  BPA will not disclose Respondent information submitted in response to this RFI, with the following exceptions:

(a) Information that is incorporated into a final report, unless specifically described by the Respondent as “Proprietary or Confidential.”

(b) Information required pursuant to a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

(c) Information required by a court of law or other Federal agencies.

(d) Information publicly available from other sources.

BPA intends to summarize and aggregate information obtained from Respondents to inform it’s customers about the availability and price of additional generation.  This information will be used to evaluate whether opportunities exist for BPA to pursue formal agreements for the purchase of renewable generation.
Credit 
If BPA were to pursue a resource acquisition, at a minimum, Responders should be prepared to post performance assurance equal to one year notional value of any signed contract.
No Contractual Obligation

This RFI is for planning and information purposes only and is NOT to be construed as a commitment by implication or otherwise of BPA to enter into a contractual agreement, nor compensate Respondents for any information provided.

Costs Incurred in Responding

All costs directly or indirectly related to responding to this RFI are the responsibility of the Respondent.  BPA will not reimburse any Respondent for any costs incurred in the preparation or submission of a proposal or any discussions or negotiations resulting from a proposal.

Questions

Questions or clarifications about this RFI shall be made to:

Jamie Sims
RFI Coordinator 
bpa.renewable.rfi@bpa.gov
Responses to questions will be posted at the following website address and will be available for all interested parties to review:
www.bpa.gov/resourcerfi.com

How to Respond
Responses are due by package delivery, fax or e-mail on or before February 27, 2009.  A response by fax or e-mail must be accompanied by a hard copy that must arrive via package delivery within three working days.  Responses will be acknowledged as received via e-mail.

Contact Person:   Jamie Sims
E-mail:  
     bpa.renewable.rfi@bpa.gov
Fax to:  
     (503) 230-3681
Deliver to:


For delivered information:


For courier or hand carried information:


Bonneville Power Administration

Bonneville Power Administration


ATTN:  Jamie Sims



ATTN:  Jamie Sims

RE:  Renewable Generation RFI

RE:  Renewable Generation RFI


ADDRESS:




ADDRESS:
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