Bonneville Power Administration

Renewable Request for Information (RFI)

Additional Questions & Responses
1. Is BPA open to direct CHP (cogen) that are natural gas fired and not waste heat to power?  It is the third tier after conservation and renewables in the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s enabling federal legislation.
BPA is very interested and open to direct CHP projects that are fossil-fuel fired, whether traditional cogeneration, waste heat to power, or a combination of the two.  You are correct that "generating resources of high fuel conversion efficiency" are the third tier priority in the Northwest Electric Power and Conservation Act, after conservation and renewables.  As outlined in the RFI, BPA is interested in CHP projects that meet the criteria of Subtitle D of the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, which defines CHP as a facility that:

(A)  simultaneously and efficiently produces useful thermal energy and electricity; and

(B)  recovers not less than 60 percent of the energy value in the fuel (on a higher-heating-value basis) in the form of useful thermal energy and electricity.

 

To exceed the efficiency threshold of 60 percent a CHP project will need to be reasonably thermally balanced.  We encourage respondents to this RFI to provide information on any waste heat or CHP projects that meet the above definition of CHP. 

2. I am the manager of a facility that is planning a 48 kw PV array.  It appears to me that the size of this project falls below the minimum project size that you are interested in for this RFI.  Is my understanding correct?
Your understanding is correct.  BPA is asking the responses to the RFI be for a minimum of 1 average MW.
3. Would you please confirm that black liquor is included as it meets the requirements for Oregon SB 838?
Black liquor is allowed in Oregon for SB 838 - but it is disallowed in Washington under I-937.  For purposes of this RFI, BPA will accept responses that include the use of black liquor.
4. Is Ft. Peck, Montana within the available points of delivery that satisfy your delivery criteria?
Ft. Peck is in the balancing authority for the Western Area Power Administration.  As such BPA would look for delivery to Northwestern's balancing authority - via WAPA's OATT - to meet the terms of the RFI.
