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February 18, 2003

Therese Lamb, Acting VP-EFW

Bonneville Power Administration

P.O. Box 3621

Portland, OR  97208-3621

Dear Ms. Lamb:
As the current rate case is opened again by Bonneville Power Administration

(BPA) triggering the Safety Net Cost Recovery Adjustment Clause (SN-CRAC), We would like to recommend language that would clarify the definition of what BPA can fund through borrowing or “capitalize.”  Several of the attorneys for the agencies and tribes, and others, have reviewed current usage by federal, state, and tribal governments and recommend the following definition.

Recommended Definition of Capital Facilities

Additional borrowing authority made available under this provision shall be used to implement the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program and the 2000 FCRPS Biological Opinion.  Specifically, Bonneville may use its permanent borrowing authority to acquire land and interests in land, water or water rights, and to finance construction of capital facilities and improvements to land including, but not limited to, buildings, roads, culverts, stream bank stabilization, fences, utilities, sewage treatment and discharge, diversion screens and ladders, instream structures, fish propagation facilities, and other tangible improvements.

We urge BPA to amend this definition to the rate case to clarify what can be capitalized and minimize potential confusion regarding the use of capital borrowing authority to fund fish and wildlife efforts.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,


Rod Sando, Executive Director
Cc:  
Rob Lothrop, CRITFC


John Palensky, NMFS

Mary Verner, UCUT
Byron Keep and Sarah McNary, BPA


Doug Marker and John Shurts, NWPCC
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