SA Data Response to GP-SA-001

Request

Exhibit SN-03-E-SA-01, Testimony of Steve Weiss, p. 17, lines 3-10.

Please provide documentation on the capital and expense budget cuts for FY03-06 resulting from the Financial Choices process.  (Following is the relevant excerpt from the testimony.)

Q.
Please give an estimate of BPA's cuts made as a result of the Financial Choices process.  

A.
Over the fiscal years 2003-2006, BPA is projected to cut its capital budget from a total of $266 million to $124 million, or 53%, and its expense budget from $301 million to $248 million, or 17%.  Clearly this is disproportionate to other cuts Bonneville is making.  Of particular concern is a projected cut of $1 million from the already inadequate low-income weatherization budget of $14,4 million: a reduction of about 7%. 

Response 

I have faxed the spreadsheet dated 3/4/03 I obtained from BPA during a Financial Choices meeting (but I don't know which one), labeled GP-SA-001A, and a note from me on how it should be interpreted.  I only have a hard copy and do not have a scanner.  If any other party would like a copy, please send me a message with your fax number.  Sorry for the trouble.

SA Data Response to GP-SA-002

Request

Exhibit SN-03-E-SA-01, Testimony of Steve Weiss, p. 11, line 1.

Has BPA ever had to pay a “financial penalty” associated with breaching a tribal or international treaty?  If so, please provide dates, amounts, and descriptions of the nature of the breach(es).

Following is the relevant text string:  “These risks include the financial penalties for breaching tribal and international treaties”

Response 

I don't know if BPA has ever had to pay any penalties for violating its treaties, but it certainly isn't out of the realm of the possible.  (Incidentally, the land that Columbia treaty tribes ceded to the US as part of the 1855 Treaty were exchanged for permanent fishing rights that have been upheld by the courts to include actually catching fish.  The value of that land has been estimated at upwards of $15 billion.  Were I their lawyer, that's what I'd want back if my fishing rights became worthless as a result of the government's failure to honor their treaty.)

