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In this section, BPA indicates that if fish spending levels needed to implement the Action Agencies' Implementation Plan, as well as measures to protect, mitigate and enhance non-ESA listed species, are changed before the Final ROD is prepared, those changes will be reflected in the Final ROD.  How will changes, specifically increases in needed funding levels, made after the Final ROD is prepared be dealt with?

Response:

First, see the correspondence between the BPA Administrator and the Power Council at CR-BPA-046A.pdf.  The challenge the Administrator has offered the Council is to find efficiencies that would get costs no higher than, and potentially below, the levels currently forecasted.

Second, should costs increase, the variable SN CRAC adjustment BPA staff has proposed would allow for the SN CRAC to be adjusted upward, within limits.  If overall costs cannot be recovered by the current SN CRAC adjustment, BPA could potentially seek to cut costs in various categories, and also could potentially trigger an additional SN CRAC process. 

Third, an increase in one type of cost will not necessarily present an immediate problem, since there may be off-setting changes in other costs and revenues, especially changes due to variation in hydro supply and secondary marketing.

