SN-03-CR/YA Data Response

Request No.:
GP/CR:002

Request:
Witnesses: Sheets, et al




Exhibit: SN-03-E-CR-01, p. 12, lines 4-7.

Please provide a listing of the $100 million of “new, scientifically supported projects”, including references to such scientific support.

Following is the relevant text string:  “In fact, more than $100 million of new, scientifically supported projects have been deferred in the latest round of the Council's project selection process due to lack of Bonneville funding.”

Response:
The “more than $100 million” in projects represents the difference between the cumulative total of projects recommended for FY 2003 funding compared to the amount that BPA will actually fund.  CBFWA carefully reviewed and recommended the $248 million in projects to the Council during the Provincial Review.  These projects were also recommended for funding by the Independent Scientific Review Panel (ISRP) established under Senator Gorton’s amendments to the NW Power Act. BPA has indicated that it would make $139 million available to fund fish and wildlife direct expenses in FY 2003.  Because the Council and BPA have not yet decided which projects to fund in FY 2003, those specific projects which will not be funded cannot yet be identified.  The statement that these are “scientifically supported” projects refers to the detailed evaluation and resulting recommendation that the ISRP made of each of the projects making up the $248 million.  The ISRP detailed comments and recommendations are available on the CBFWA web site (www.cbfwa.org).
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