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Exhibit:  SN-03-E-CR/YA-01, Page 11, lines 16-17.

In this section, CRITFC states that “[t]he Administration committed that the implementation of the Endangered Species Act would complement the obligation to restore our Treaty fishery.” Please provide the documentation of the Administration’s position upon which this statement is based.  Please also provide documentation of the extent to which the Treaty fisheries include listed species, and if so, whether the overall harvest and catch rates have increased or decreased over the past decade

Response:
Please see attachments BPA-CR-019A&B.pdf.  This is a July 21, 1998 letter from Terry Garcia, the Deputy Administer of NOAA to Ted Strong, who was then the executive director of CRITFC.  He states “it is our policy that the recovery of salmonid populations must achieve two goals: 1) the recovery and delisting of salmonids listed under the provisions of the ESA; 2) the restoration of salmonid populations, over time, to a level to provide a sustainable harvest sufficient to allow for the meaningful exercise of tribal fishing rights.  We see no conflict between the statutory goals of the ESA and the federal trust responsibility to Indian tribes.  Rather, the two federal responsibilities complement each other.”  The letter also states that …”the tribes may reasonably expect, as a matter of policy, that tribal fishing rights will be given priority over the interests of other entities, federal and non-federal, that do not stand in a trust relationship with the United States.”

We note that the federal government has a long way to go toward achieving even interim targets for the tribal fishery.  In the 1995 Wy-Kan-Ush-Mi Wa-Kish-Wit, the tribes’ interim tributary return goals totaling 1,379,635 salmon and steelhead.  These numbers reflect a combination of spawning and harvest goals in the tributaries.  These numbers do not include mainstem harvest.  The tribes identified a goal of 326,000 upriver spring chinook.  Counts of spring chinook at Bonneville Dam have exceeded that number only once since 1976 and have exceeded 100,000 only 11 times during that same period.  The return of adults in 2000, prior to mainstem fishing and dam conversion, was about 950,000.
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