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BPA set to provide low cost, reliable power for another two decades 
More than 130 customer utilities in the Pacific Northwest signed long-term power contracts that 

enable continued growth and investment in the federal power and transmission systems 

 
Portland, Ore. – Signed, sealed, delivered: Two more decades of reliable and low-cost power for 

the Pacific Northwest. 

After several years of intense effort and collaboration under the Provider of Choice initiative, the 

Bonneville Power Administration executed new long-term wholesale electric power contracts with 

more than 130 Northwest public utility customers this fall. 

“This is a watershed moment for BPA and our ratepayers,” said John Hairston, the agency’s 

administrator and CEO. “With these contracts in hand, we have the continuity and certainty 

necessary to continue building and expanding the value of the federal power and transmission 

systems that deliver vital, low-cost and reliable electricity to millions of residential, commercial and 

industrial consumers and serves as a cornerstone of the Pacific Northwest’s economy.” 

These contracts provide BPA’s power customers with cost and rate stability, while providing a 

sturdy financial base for Bonneville as it works to ensure the region is ready to meet the increasing 

energy demands in the near term and the future.  

With the Provider of Choice contracts signed, BPA is entering into a three-year implementation 

period to put the mechanisms in place to begin power sales in October 2028. The new 16-year 

power purchase agreements build upon the success of the Regional Dialogue contracts set to close 

in September 2028. The Regional Dialogue contracts created a foundation for stable, competitively 

priced and flexible power sales. BPA’s new long-term power contracts will continue to support 

regional economic stability and ensure public access to low-cost federal power.  

“As a commercial entity, BPA must re-earn its customers’ business each contract cycle to fulfill its 

mission and recover costs,” said Kim Thompson, vice president for Northwest Requirements 

Marketing. “My team approached Provider of Choice as a collaborative effort with customers, 

working hard to balance their needs and desires with sound business principles as well as preserve 

inter-customer equity. At times, it was challenging work, but I am so proud of BPA’s team and our 

customers for the success we achieved together.” 

BPA began the Provider of Choice contract policy process in 2021 and spent four years engaging 

with customers and other regional stakeholders on policy and contract language. For the rate 

period beginning in October 2028, BPA will use the newly adopted Public Rate Design Methodology 

to establish rates under the forthcoming BP-29 Rate Case expected to launch in fall 2027. 



Beyond Provider of Choice, BPA is working on several fronts to prepare for the region’s growing 

energy demand: 

Columbia Generating Station uprate: BPA is working with Washington State’s Energy Northwest 

to improve the power output of the Columbia Generating Station, a nuclear power plant near 

Hanford, Washington. Once complete, the improvements will result in an additional plant output of 

roughly 160 megawatts by 2031 – enough energy to power approximately 125,000 homes. 

Incremental hydropower increases: Alongside operating partners at the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation, BPA will continue to invest in the reliability, efficiency and 

capacity of the Federal Columbia River Power System. Investments in seven of the projects through 

2050 will provide up to 330 average megawatts of additional energy for Bonneville customers and 

the region. These enhancements include high-efficiency turbine runners with improved fish 

passage designs, generator rewinds, and the installation of two new turbines. 

Grid Access Transformation: BPA is working to streamline processes that allow power producers 

quicker access to the grid so they can get their energy to market faster. At the same time, BPA is 

working to shorten its construction time of new transmission lines from project design to 

completion. Over the next decade, the agency is investing up to $25 billion in transmission projects 

and reinforcements across the Northwest. 

 
About BPA: BPA is a federal non-profit power marketing administration that delivers reliable, affordable and carbon-free 

hydropower produced in the Columbia River Basin to communities across the Northwest. BPA also owns and operates more than 

15,000 circuit miles of high-voltage transmission lines and administers one of the largest, most comprehensive fish and wildlife 

conservation programs in the United States. More information about these and other activities is available on our Media Relations 

page. 
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