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Bonneville Power Administration 

P.O. Box 3621 
Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

                          

 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT/PRIVACY PROGRAM 
 

December 28, 2020 
 

In reply refer to:  FOIA #BPA-2020-00719-F 
 
Andrew Missel  
Advocates for the West 
3701 SE Milwaukie Ave., Ste. B 
Portland OR 97202 
Email: amissel@advocateswest.org  
 
Dear Mr. Missel, 
 
This communication is the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) first partial response to your 
request for agency records made under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (FOIA). 
BPA received your records request on April 21, 2020, and formally acknowledged your request 
on April 23, 2020. 
 
Request 
“1. Any communications sent from BPA to any member(s) of the news media from 
January 1, 2020 through the search date concerning and/or referring to the CRSO 
Draft EIS. 
 
2. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date that document, memorialize, 
or refer to any meetings, conversations, or other communications between BPA and any 
member(s) of the news media concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 
 
3. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date regarding communications 
with member(s) of the news media concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. This 
would include, for instance, any intra- or inter-agency emails or meeting minutes regarding 
developing or implementing a communications strategy related to the CRSO Draft EIS. 
 
4. Any communications sent from BPA to any of its wholesale customers4 from January 1, 2020 
through the search date concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 
 
5. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date that document, memorialize, 
or refer to any meetings, conversations, or other communications between BPA and any of its 
wholesale customers concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 
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6. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date relating to communications 
with any of BPA’s wholesale customers concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 
This would include, for instance, any intra- or inter-agency emails or meeting minutes that refer 
to or concern BPA’s communications with its wholesale customers regarding the CRSO Draft 
EIS.” 
 
First Partial Response 
BPA has searched for and gathered records responsive to your FOIA request from the following 
agency offices: Communications, Media Relations and Policy, Generation Asset Management, 
and Environmental, Fish and Wildlife. BPA’s first partial response includes 102 pages of email 
records. BPA is releasing 95 pages in full and 7 pages with redactions applied under 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(6) (Exemption 6). An explanation of the exemption applied follows.  
 
Explanation of Exemptions 
The FOIA generally requires the release of all agency records upon request. However, the FOIA 
permits or requires withholding certain limited information that falls under one or more of nine 
statutory exemptions (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(1-9)).  
 
Exemption 6 
Exemption 6 serves to protect information in “personnel and medical files and similar files” 
when the disclosure of such information “would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy” (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)), and if there is no public interest that outweighs the 
privacy interest. BPA relies on Exemption 6 in this instance to withhold personal cellphone 
numbers. BPA can find no public interest in the release of this information as it does not shed 
light on BPA operations, as an agency. 
 
Certification 
Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the partial response 
described above. 
 
Processing Update 
BPA continues to review and process the remaining records collected in response to your 
request. Specifically, those records subject to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4) (Exemption 4). 
 
Exemption 4 
Prior to publicly releasing records, BPA is required by Exemption 4 to solicit objections to the 
public release of any third party’s confidential commercial information contained in the 
responsive records set. Those Exemption 4 efforts will be required with each wholesale customer 
or/and news media contact whose confidential information is in the responsive records. 
 
Target Date 
Please know that for an undetermined period, related to the agency’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, BPA personnel are operating within a remote working directive. FOIA request 
processing is thereby slowed. BPA remains committed to meeting its FOIA obligations to you 
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and to all its many FOIA requesters. Owing to the ongoing review efforts, and the agency’s 
current workforce status, BPA is extending the response target date for the next partial release to 
March 12, 2021. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to assist you. If you have any questions about this communication, 
please contact E. Thanh Knudson (FOIA Case Coordinator, Flux Resources, LLP) at 503-230-
5221, or via email at etknudson@bpa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Candice D. Palen 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer 
 
Enclosure: responsive records 
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