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Dear Mr. Missel, 
 
This communication is the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) second partial response to 
your request for agency records made under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 
(FOIA). BPA received your records request on April 21, 2020, and formally acknowledged your 
request on April 23, 2020. BPA provided the first partial release of responsive records on 
December 28, 2020 (BPA-2020-00719- F 0001-0030). 
 
Request 
 

1. Any communications sent from BPA to any member(s) of the news media from January 
1, 2020 through the search date concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 

2. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date that document, 
memorialize, or refer to any meetings, conversations, or other communications between 
BPA and any member(s) of the news media concerning and/or referring to the CRSO 
Draft EIS. 

3. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date regarding 
communications with member(s) of the news media concerning and/or referring to the 
CRSO Draft EIS. This would include, for instance, any intra- or inter-agency emails or 
meeting minutes regarding developing or implementing a communications strategy 
related to the CRSO Draft EIS. 

4. Any communications sent from BPA to any of its wholesale customers4 from January 1, 
2020 through the search date concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft EIS. 

5. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date that document, 
memorialize, or refer to any meetings, conversations, or other communications between 
BPA and any of its wholesale customers concerning and/or referring to the CRSO Draft 
EIS. 
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6. Any and all records from January 1, 2020 through the search date relating to 
communications with any of BPA’s wholesale customers concerning and/or referring to 
the CRSO Draft EIS.  

 
This would include, for instance, any intra- or inter-agency emails or meeting minutes 
that refer to or concern BPA’s communications with its wholesale customers regarding 
the CRSO Draft EIS. 

 
Second Partial Response 
BPA searched for and gathered records responsive to your FOIA request from the following 
agency offices: Communications, Media Relations and Policy, Generation Asset Management, 
and Environmental, Fish & Wildlife. BPA’s second partial response includes 146 pages of email 
records. BPA is releasing 118 pages in full; releasing 2 pages with redactions applied under 5 
U.S.C. § 552(b)(2) (Exemption 2); and releasing 26 pages with redactions applied under 5 U.S.C. 
§ 552(b)(6) (Exemption 6). An explanation of the exemptions applied follows.  
 
Explanation of Exemptions 
The FOIA generally requires the release of all agency records upon request. However, the FOIA 
permits or requires withholding certain limited information that falls under one or more of nine 
statutory exemptions (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(1-9)). Further, section (b) of the FOIA, which contains 
the FOIA’s nine statutory exemptions, also directs agencies to publicly release any reasonably 
segregable, non-exempt information that is contained in those records. 
 
Exemption 2 
Exemption 2 permits withholding of material “related solely to the internal personnel rules and 
practices of an agency” (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(2)). BPA relies on Exemption 2 here to protect 
meeting passcodes from public release. 
 
Exemption 6 
Exemption 6 serves to protect Personally Identifiable Information (PII) contained in agency 
records when no overriding public interest in the information exists. BPA does not find an 
overriding public interest in a release of the information redacted under Exemption 6—
specifically, cellphone numbers, personal email addresses, and communications where there is a 
personal privacy interest. This information sheds no light on the executive functions of the 
agency and BPA finds no overriding pubic interest in its release. BPA cannot waive these 
redactions, as the protections afforded by Exemption 6 belong to individuals and not to the 
agency. 
 
Lastly, as required by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(8)(A), information has been withheld only in instances 
where (1) disclosure is prohibited by statute, or (2) BPA foresees that disclosure would harm an 
interest protected by the exemption cited for the record. When full disclosure of a record is not 
possible, the FOIA statute further requires that BPA take reasonable steps to segregate and 
release nonexempt information. The agency has determined that in certain instances partial 
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disclosure is possible, and has accordingly segregated the records into exempt and non-exempt 
portions. 
 
Certification 
Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the partial records 
release and exemption determinations described above. 
 
Third Partial Release Target Date 
BPA continues to review and process the remaining responsive records collected in response to 
your request. That ongoing effort includes the required exemption reviews described in prior 
communications with you concerning your FOIA request.  
 
Please know that for an undetermined period, related to the agency’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, BPA personnel are operating within a remote working directive. FOIA request 
processing is thereby slowed. BPA remains committed to meeting its FOIA obligations to you 
and to all its many FOIA requesters. In light of the above conditions and determinations BPA 
currently estimates the completion of a response to your FOIA request by September 24, 2021. 
BPA invites you to contact us to narrow the scope of your request, if desirable, or discuss this 
estimated completion date.  
 
Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the 
National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services 
they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: 
 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Phone: 202-741-5770 
Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 
Fax: 202-741-5769 

 
Questions about this communication or the status of your FOIA request may be directed to the 
FOIA Public Liaison Jason Taylor at jetaylor@bpa.gov or 503-230-3537. Questions may also be 
directed to E. Thanh Knudson (FOIA Case Coordinator, Flux Resources, LLP) at 503-230-5221, 
or via email at etknudson@bpa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Candice D. Palen, Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer 
Enclosure: responsive records 
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