Joint Comments on BPA TC-27 Proceeding
Columbia River PUD, Forest Grove Light & Power, and McMinnville Water and Light appreciate this opportunity to submit joint comments in response to BPA TC-27 proceeding. We look forward to continued and robust engagement on this item.

NITS Large Load Facility Threshold
We believe the NTLG undermines a core benefit of NITS service: BPA planning for reasonably forecasted load. To that extent the NTLG limitations restrict our capacity to support economic growth in our rural communities. As the sole utility provider for our designated area, with an obligation to serve and are committed to meeting the needs of all customers and rely on BPA to adopt a build and reserve proactive stance—essentially, "if BPA builds it, they will come." We believe the most effective strategy is to leverage initiatives like PARS to prompt BPA to plan and, crucially, invest in expanding the bulk electric system for NITS customers. This approach not only anticipates future demand but also ensures that rural communities are equipped to thrive and grow. If a threshold is implemented and BPA reduces its commitment to infrastructure development, NITS customers will remain stagnant, effectively prioritizing those with greater financial resources and thereby placing NITS customers at a disadvantage.

Support for NRU Comments
We fully support NRU’s positions on the following topics if a line is continued to be pursued by BPA: 
Load Maturity Requirements
Conditional Firm Service: Fees and Cost Recovery
Financial Security Requirements for NITS Customers
Rate Treatment for NITS Loads Above the NTLG Line
Conditional Firm Service and BPA’s Ability to Plan for NITS
Encumbering Capacity on the Bulk Transmission System
Visibility into Transmission Encumbrances
Alignment with BPA’s Statutory Obligations

