Memorandum of Understanding

Between

Bonneville Power Administration

And

Teamsters Local No. 58

The purpose of this MOU is to memorialize a past practice of Line Equipment Operators (LEO) transporting equipment and tools associated with line maintenance and construction work.

Over several years, the Administration and Teamsters Local No. 58 established a practice of using a LEO to transport line equipment and associated tools such as cranes, condors, line trucks, snow cats, digger derricks, etc., assigned to the Transportation organization.  However, in 2004, the Administration transferred the function of centrally managing and maintaining equipment used for line maintenance and construction work from the Transportation organization to a newly established Equipment Pool (i.e., loan pool) organization, which included transfer of both equipment and personnel.

On March 25, 2005, the parties met to discuss and clarify the practice of LEO’s transporting line equipment as a result of prior discussions between the Teamster Shop Steward and management regarding the Equipment Pool organizations plans to modify (i.e., install a flat bed) a semi.  In attendance at the meeting were Walter LaChapelle, Business Representative for Teamster Local No. 58, Roxy Spray, Heavy Truck Driver Foreman III, Jack Welborn, Teamster Shop Steward, Rod Leetch, Equipment Pool Manager, John Barkowski, Line Equipment Operator, and Tim Bargen, Labor Relations Specialist.

The result of the meeting was the parties’ agreement to continue the practice of LEO’s transporting line equipment without prior coordination with the Transportation organization.  Further, management affirmed its understanding of its obligation to coordinate the transportation of equipment and materials outside the scope of this historical practice on a case-by-case basis in accordance with paragraph 5.04 of the CPTC collective bargaining agreement or through direct discussions and agreement between labor relations staff and the union.
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BPA, Labor Relations Officer

