Brownbag: Is there a regional business case for a smarter grid?

When: Wednesday, September 23, 2015

Time: 12:00 pm — 1:30 pm Pacific Time

Description:

In parallel with the Pacific Northwest Smart Grid
Demonstration proposal in 2009, BPA senior
management engaged Summit Blue Consulting
(now Navigant Consulting) to create for BPA an
introductory regional business case (RBC) to
assess costs and benefits associated with a
regional Smart Grid deployment. In 2010,
Navigant continued work mapping smart grid
assets-to-data requirements to support a
‘bottoms up’ business case, tied closely to the
Pacific Northwest Smart Grid Demonstration
Project. In 2011, Navigant began development of
a computational model, and developed the first
two areas for cost/benefit analysis. In 2012, the
majority of the inputs to the model were
developed both from within the PNW-SGDP and
sources outside of the demonstration as needed.

With the conclusion of the PNW-SGDP came a
set of final costs and benefits that have been
combined with many other inputs from regional
and national sources to create a final white paper
and Regional Business Case (RBC) for Smart
Grid. Consideration for leap-ahead technologies,
updated renewables integration algorithms, and
revenue requirement considerations are all new
features of the final business case.

The smart grid promises many benefits for the
region, including better reliability, lower rates,
environmental stewardship, and more
accountability to regional stakeholders. But,
benefits are uncertain and stakeholders are
inexperienced with emerging technologies and
new types of investments. What can BPA do in
its role as a regional steward to help
stakeholders understand and minimize risks,
while facilitating the benefits expected from the
smart grid? BPA is developing the RBC to

understand the potential for smart grid benefits,
understand the risks for regional stakeholders,
and assist regional stakeholders by providing
information to help make appropriate
investments in smart technologies.

Moderator: Stephanie Vasquez, BPA

Presenters:
Erik Gilbert and Robin Maslowski, Navigant

Who should attend? PUCs, Legislators, Utilities,
NEEA, Energy Trust, Program Management
Contractors, State Departments of Energy, and
anyone else interested in understanding if
investments in a smarter grid are likely to pay off.

What will attendees take away? An overview of
the research that has been ongoing since 2011.

Attendee join meeting link:

https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/join?id=R6
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https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/meeting|C
S?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%2

1bj9&i=i.ics

AUDIO INFORMATION

-Telephone conferencing

Use the information below to connect:
+1 (866) 715-2219

8887596

Toll-free:

Participant code:


https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/join?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%21bj9
https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/join?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%21bj9
https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/meetingICS?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%21bj9&i=i.ics
https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/meetingICS?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%21bj9&i=i.ics
https://www.livemeeting.com/cc/bpa/meetingICS?id=R6B6J9&role=attend&pw=dR%3A*%23%21bj9&i=i.ics

