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I wanted to follow up on four questions (below) that came out of our meeting on January 25 in Bozeman. 
(1) Please provide NorthWestern’s ATC (import/export) on external paths. (Note, this information was current on NorthWestern’s OASIS on February 9 at 4 pm MST.)
	Firm ATC for 2018

	Path 8
	Export
	146
	to BPA

	
	Import
	215
	from BPA

	
	Export
	297
	to Avista

	
	Import
	381
	from Avista

	
	Export
	49
	to MT Intertie at Townsend

	Path 18
	Export
	6
	Brady, Jeff (PAC)

	
	Import
	131
	Brady, Jeff (PAC)

	Path 80
	Export
	600
	Yellowtail, Crossover (PAC)

	
	Import
	290
	Yellowtail, Crossover (PAC)

	Path 83
	Export
	47
	MATL

	
	Import
	170
	MATL

	*Note these number may change at any time depending on market conditions

	*Imports from AVAT and BPAT bottle neck with an ATC of 395 MW


 
(2) Provide NorthWestern’s position on whether a pending TSR could be redirected.
It is NorthWestern’s position that a customer cannot redirect capacity that it does not own, and therefore a pending TSR cannot be redirected. Section 22.1 of NorthWestern’s OATT (concerning non-firm redirects) contemplates that a redirect may not “exceed [a customer’s] firm capacity reservation… without executing a new Service Agreement….” Furthermore, section 22.2 of the OATT states that “any request by a Transmission Customer to modify Points of Receipt or Delivery on a firm basis shall be treated as a new request for service in accordance with Section 17….”  
A contrary position would undermine the Commission’s longstanding first-come-first-served rule if customers were permitted to redirect senior pending requests to any POR/POD on the system prior to executing a contract. 
(3) Please provide the relevant FERC authority for a transmission provider’s obligation to build to accommodate additional on-system renewables.
Please see FERC Order No. 764, which provides in relevant part:
271.      Because a proposal for generator regulation service would be associated with generator imbalance service, it follows that the public utility transmission provider would use a similar analysis to identify any limitations on its ability to offer either service. Just as it can for generator imbalance service, the public utility transmission provider could explain on its OASIS the maximum amount of generator regulation service it is able to offer after having attempted to procure alternative resources to provide the service. Alternatively, the public utility transmission provider could perform a system impact study to determine the precise amount of generator regulation service it can provide. In response to NorthWestern, this Final Rule does not place any obligation on the public utility transmission provider to build generation.

(4) Please confirm whether NorthWestern includes something equivalent to SAMTS in its business practices.  
NorthWestern does not have a separate business practice that addresses Service Across Multiple Transmission Systems, like BPA does. We do however follow all of the NAESB standards, including those related to SAMTS, and we support coordination among transmission providers for multi-system requests. 
NorthWestern’s position is that the NAESB standards and SAMTS provisions are fairly narrow, especially when read with the entirety of the OATT — in particular, sections 16.2 and 21.2, which clearly state that a transmission provider is not responsible for upgrades on another transmission provider’s system and is not obligated to offer service that is contingent upon upgrades on another transmission provider’s system. 
