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Mary Jensen was named BPA executive vice president and General Counsel in March 2015. She 
took over after filling the role in an acting capacity since March 2014. Jensen leads an office of 
60 attorneys and support staff who address BPA’s legal needs including power, transmission, 
environmental and general law issues. 
 
While serving as acting general counsel, Jensen guided BPA's Office of General Counsel 
through a major reorganization, instituted a new office policy on legal advice, and collaborated 
with the Department of Energy general counsel in creating national guidelines for power 
marketing administrations in states where marijuana sales are lawful under state statutes. She 
also instituted new processes that enable faster response times to requests made under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Jensen has specialized in legal issues involving the provision of transmission service at 
Bonneville and was promoted to manage that legal section in 2008. Before joining BPA in 2002, 
she worked at the U.S. Office of the Solicitor in Phoenix, Ariz., advising the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs regarding operations of its federally-owned electric utilities that provide service in 
Arizona. 
 
Preceding her federal service, she worked as a prosecutor in Tucson, Ariz., handling felony cases 
including vehicular offenses, elder abuse and homicide. Jensen is a graduate of the University Of 
Arizona College Of Law. Her son is a third-generation journeyman lineman, who lives in 
Missouri with his wife and their five children. 
 
The Office of General Counsel provides legal expertise that supports BPA programs through 
legal advice and representation, including but not limited to the general areas of transmission, 
natural resources, power, lands, federal resources and treaties, generation and finance, personnel, 
and ratemaking. 
 

 



 

Irene Scruggs 
Staff Counsel 
Public Power Council 

 
Irene joined the Public Power Council as Staff Counsel in May of 2011.  In her role, Irene 
represents the interests of PPC’s member utilities in various administrative, regulatory, and 
judicial proceedings, and advises the Executive Director and PPC staff on policy issues. 
 
Prior to joining PPC, Irene was in private practice with a large firm in Portland, where she 
focused on commercial and business litigation.  She guided her clients through resolution of 
complex cases, either through litigation or otherwise.  Irene is experienced in all litigation 
arenas, including trials, mediations and arbitrations, and appeared frequently in state and federal 
trial and appellate courts on behalf of her clients.  In addition, Irene worked closely with her 
clients outside the courtroom, monitoring legislation, educating them on new laws, and advising 
them on emerging opportunities and risks.  She has been selected twice as a Rising Star in the 
area of litigation by the Oregon Super Lawyers. 
 
Irene graduated magna cum laude from Gonzaga University in 2003 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science, and from Lewis & Clark Law School in 2006 as a Juris Doctor.  She is a 
member of the Oregon and Washington State Bars. 



Javier Fernandez, Bonneville Power Administration  
 
Javier Fernandez is the Treasury Manager for the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). He 
directs financial planning and investment of funds for BPA and exercises authority for receipt, 
disbursement, banking, custody of funds, and financial instruments.  His duties also include 
processing receipts, disbursements and payroll; provide cash, reserves and liquidity management; 
debt management and oversee investor, rating agency and U.S. Treasury relations. Prior to 
employment at BPA he served for 3 years as Senior Vice President with D.A. Davidson & 
Company and 7 years with Seattle-Northwest Securities performing public finance investment 
banking and financial advisory services to municipal jurisdictions primarily in Oregon. He 
received a Master’s in business Administration from Yale University and an Economics degree 
from the ITAM in Mexico City. 
 



Stephanie Konesky, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Ms. Konesky graduated from Lewis & Clark Law School in 2005 and has worked in the BPA 
Office of General Counsel since that time.  Her primary area of practice relates to BPA’s 
financial operations.  Prior to pursuing a JD, Ms. Konesky earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Accounting from Montana State University (in 1994) and Master of Science in Taxation from 
Portland State University (in 1999).  She is also licensed as a Certified Public Accountant and 
worked at PricewaterhouseCoopers in the Tax & Legal Services group from 1998-2001 before 
coming on board at BPA in the Asset Accounting group (in 2001). 



Robb Roberts, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Mr. Roberts graduated from Oregon Law School in 1985 and has worked in the BPA Office of 
General Counsel since that time.  His primary area of practice relates to BPA’s financial 
operations. 
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Scott Schickli
Of Counsel
Tax

Portland

(503) 943-4830

Profile
Scott Schickli, of counsel in the Pacific Northwest office, is a member of the 
Tax Group in Portland, Oregon.  Scott’s practice focuses on federal income tax 
law of public finance, low income housing, exempt organizations and general 
business transactions. 

Mr. Schickli has more than 22 years of public finance tax law experience.  He 
has represented every type of entity permitted to borrow funds on a tax-exempt 
basis, ranging from governmental entities and non-profit hospitals, retirement 
communities and universities to for-profit developers of solid waste disposal and 
recycling facilities, low income housing, electrical generation projects and small 
scale manufacturing facilities.  He has also assisted public finance clients 
involved in Internal Revenue Service audits of closed transactions.  

Scott also assists various types of organizations in seeking or retaining non-profit 
or governmental tax-exempt status.  He represents developers of low income 
housing in tax credit projects, and also represents corporations involved in 
complex merger and acquisition transactions. 

Scott’s recent transactions include: 

 Structuring the financing for the City of Klamath Falls, Oregon’s new 500 
MW electric generating facility to comply with federal tax rules regarding 
public/private partnerships. 

 Assisting Oregon Health Sciences University and its new affiliated non-
profit, OHSU Medical Group, in transitioning the clinical medical 
practices of all OHSU faculty members to OHSU Medical Group. 

 Assisting the Tlingit-Haida Regional Housing Authority in developing low 
income housing projects in Yakutat, Juneau and Haines, Alaska. 

Before joining Orrick, Scott was a partner at Ater Wynne LLP.  Prior to that, Scott 
was an associate at LeBoeuf, Lamb, Leiby & MacRae.  He also was an associate 
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at Mudge, Rose, Guthrie, Alexander & Ferdon.  And he also worked at Bayh, 
Tabbert & Capehart, as an associate. 

Admitted In

 Alaska

 New York

 Oregon

Memberships

 Oregon State Bar 

 New York State Bar 
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 American Bar 
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on Tax-Exempt Finance

 Illinois State Bar 
Association

 Indiana State Bar 
Association
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Christine E. Reynolds
Senior Associate
Public Finance

Portland

(503) 943-4821

Profile
Christine has significant experience serving as bond counsel, disclosure counsel 
and underwriter’s counsel on financings, including general obligation bonds and 
revenue bonds for transportation, water, sewer, power and tax increment 
projects. Her practice focuses on public finance transactions for state agencies, 
counties, cities, urban renewal agencies, school and special districts, and tribal 
governments. Her experience also includes conduit 501(c)(3) financings, full faith 
and credit or limited tax obligations, private bank placements, and short-term 
obligations, including notes and lines of credit.

Representative transactions include:

 Bond counsel and disclosure counsel to the State of Oregon, including 
transportation, revenue bonds, general obligation bonds for various State 
projects and higher education institutions

 Underwriter’s counsel in connection with general obligation bonds, 
revenue bonds, certificates of participation and tax anticipation notes 
issued by states and local governments 

 Bond and disclosure counsel for toll bridge revenue bonds issued for the 
Bay Area Toll Authority

 Bond counsel and disclosure counsel in connection with the issuance of 
hydroelectric revenue bonds and tribal economic development bonds for 
a major hydroelectric project in the Pacific Northwest

 Underwriters’ counsel in connection with payroll tax revenue bonds and 
capital grant revenue bonds issued by TriMet 

 Bond counsel to state agencies and local governments in connection 
with general obligation, water and sewer revenue bonds, full faith and 
credit and tax increment revenue borrowings

 Acting as bond counsel in connection with public power revenue bonds 
issued by the public utility districts

 Bond counsel and disclosure counsel for qualified 501(c)(3) borrowings 
to finance private higher education institutions, healthcare and other 
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qualified non-profit borrowers in Oregon

Christine serves as Chair of the Board of Directors for Children First for Oregon, 
an Oregon non-profit, and as President of the Board of Directors of Queen's 
Bench, the Multnomah County Chapter of Oregon Women Lawyers.

Admitted In

 Oregon

 Washington

1996 
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 Hon. Henry Breithaupt, 
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Kurt Conger, Northern Wasco County People’s Utility District 

Kurt graduated from Colorado State University a long time ago… 1982, with a degree in power 
systems engineering. 

He spent 2 years in the Peace Corps after graduation doing rural energy projects in Fiji. 

In 1985, he returned home to Washington, DC, and was quickly snapped up as an electrical 
engineer in the FERC Electric Power Investigations division. He spent a lot of time on nuclear 
prudence and transmission rate cases. 

The American Public Power Association stole him from FERC in 1990 to help alter the course of 
history by participating in the mega NOPR that created Orders 888 and 889. He also was in 
charge of the Engineering and Operations section of APPA. NERC placed him on the Operating 
Committee when they opened up participation to all industry participants in the mid-1990s. 

Quite by accident and good fortune he moved to Redmond, WA, in 1998 and was invited to 
consult with Seattle City Light on FERC, NERC and transmission matters. This relationship 
went on through the turmoil of the 2001 power crisis, WSCC’s conversion to WECC, RTO 
West, GridWest, Puget Sound Northern Intertie disputes, ColumbiaGrid and other power 
industry battlefields in the Northwest. Seeking refuge from some dry days of consulting in 2009, 
he joined Seattle’s Power Operations and Management team in 2010 to prepare operating plans, 
and sell surplus transmission and energy for a while. 

Around Halloween in 2011 (scared by some wicked bad Seattle commutes and other tests of 
endurance), he accepted his current position at Northern Wasco County PUD in The Dalles in 
early 2012. 

He currently develops and executes power supply and transmission strategies for a growing load 
following utility 85 miles east of here. Though his title suggests responsibility for “regulatory 
policy” he tries to legally dodge, artfully comply with or use all regulations for NWCPUD’s 
advantage. 



Erin Erben, Eugene Water & Electric Board 
 
Erin Erben is presently the Strategic & Power Planning Manager at Eugene Water & Electric 
Board where she has worked for the past five years.  Prior to that she worked for nine years at 
the Salt River project and five years at Pacific Gas & Electric, holding roles from Rates and 
Forecasting to Regulatory Affairs, Economic Development, Marketing and Conservation. Erin 
holds a Masters degree in Applied Economics and a Bachelors in both Economics and 
Environmental Studies, all from the University of California at Santa Cruz. 
 



Steve Kerns, Manager, Generation Scheduling, Generation Asset Management, Bonneville 
Power Administration 
 
Steve received a BS in Engineering Physics from Miami University in 1984 and an MS in 
Applied Physics from the Johns Hopkins Whiting School of Engineering in 1989. Steve began 
his career at BPA in 1992 as the lead developer on the Hourly Operations and Scheduling 
Simulator (HOSS) model and has continued to be heavily involved in the development and 
implementation of new models at BPA. In 2006, Steve was selected as the manager of the short-
term planning group which performs analysis on and coordinated the operation of the FCRPS 
from the current day through the next few weeks. During the past several years, Steve has had a 
large role in implementing systems, processes, and polices that facilitated the integration of 
variable energy resources in the BPA BAA.  Currently, Steve is manager for Generation 
Scheduling which oversees policy development, short-term planning and real-time operations of 
the Federal Columbia River Power System.   
 



Bart McManus, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Bart McManus received his BSEE degree from University of Washington and has been at 
BPA since 1994.  He was the lead programmer for the Automatic Generation Control 
system for multiple years then became the lead for AGC and other Balancing Authority 
Area Operations in BPA.  Bart began working on wind integration issues in 2006 and in 
2007 became the wind integration lead for BPA Transmission Operations.  In 2012 Bart 
became the wind integration/AGC lead for BPA transmission. 
 



Christine Gunn, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Chris Gunn is an attorney in the Transmission section of Bonneville’s Office of General 
Counsel.  She graduated from Lewis and Clark Law School in 2011 with an Environment and 
Natural Resources Certificate.  
 







John Morris, Policy and Regulatory Affairs Director, CLEAResult 
 
John Morris is the Policy & Regulatory Affairs Director for CLEAResult. In this role, John 
identifies and advocates for progressive energy policy that drives energy efficiency. John tracks 
and influences energy efficiency legislation in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana among 
other states in the Western US. John has been in the utility and energy efficiency industry for 
over 11 years.  
 
Most recently with the legalization of recreational cannabis in CO, WA and OR, he has been 
focusing on the nexus of commercial cannabis production and energy. John’s firm CLEAResult 
hosted and facilitated the first ever utility roundtable on Cannabis and Energy Efficiency in 
November 2014 with over 20 utilities in attendance. John has spoken at several energy 
conferences and written a number of articles educating utilities on potential strategies to engage 
with cannabis growers on energy efficiency. 



Scott Corwin, Public Power Council 
 
Scott Corwin came to the Public Power Council (PPC) as Executive Director 
in 2007.  PPC represents the common interests of consumer-owned electric 
utilities with respect to the Federal Columbia River Power System, including 
issues around BPA power and transmission.  Prior to joining PPC, Scott was 
a vice president at Pacific Northwest Generating Cooperative.   
 
Previously, Scott worked for Portland General Electric, the Speaker’s Office 
of the Oregon House of Representatives, and in the United States Senate in 
Washington, D.C. both as Legal Counsel to Senator Mark Hatfield, and as 
staff to the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee.  He also worked for a 
law firm specializing in tax and pension legislation.  Currently, he serves on 
advisory committees to the American Public Power Association and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.   
 
Scott graduated from Dartmouth College, and has a law degree from the 
University of Washington School of Law.  He is a member of the Oregon 
Bar and the District of Columbia Bar Association. 
 



 

787 BAILEY HILL ROAD / P.O. BOX 21410    EUGENE, OREGON  97402-0407    541.484.1151    (FAX) 541.484.7316 
www.laneelectric.com 

“Owned by those we serve” 
 

September 2015 
 
Speaker Biography for General Manager Matt Michel  
 
 
Matt Michel began his service in Eugene, Oregon as Lane Electric Cooperative’s general 
manager on October 1, 2014.  He came to Lane Electric from Canby Utility in Canby, Oregon 
where he served as that utility’s assistant general manager for two years and general manager for 
four years. Prior to his management roles, Mr. Michel served as the utility’s outside legal counsel 
with Beery, Elsner & Hammond LLP specializing in municipal law, utility law, and federal 
litigation. He previously clerked two years for Senior Judge Robert E. Jones of Federal District 
Court in Portland. 
 
Mr. Michel specializes in strategic planning, organizational development, and risk management. 
He has served in leadership roles with industry and community organizations including:  
President for the Oregon Municipal Electric Utilities, President for the Tri-County Water 
Resources Association, Secretary for the Rotary Club of Canby, and by Governor’s appointment 
to the State of Oregon Drinking Water Advisory Committee.   
 
He currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Public Power Council (PPC) that 
represents the Pacific Northwest’s consumer-owned utilities on power and transmission issues 
before the Bonneville Power Administration. He serves as Vice-Chair of Long Range Planning 
for PPC. He also serves as a Director on the Board of PNGC Power, a Portland-based electric 
generation and transmission cooperative owned by 14 Northwest electric distribution cooperative 
utilities with service territory in seven western states. 
 
A native of Ohio, Mr. Michel received his Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from Denison 
University in Ohio, his Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and earned a law degree from Lewis & Clark Law School in Portland, 
Oregon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Debra Smith, Central Lincoln Public Utility District 

Debra Smith is the General Manager of Central Lincoln PUD, a mostly rural electric utility that 
serves the people of Oregon’s central coast.  With 38,500 meters and a long, skinny service 
territory that extends 112 miles, Central Lincoln is one of Bonneville’s largest full requirements 
customers.   

Debra has been at Central Lincoln for about 2 ½ years and spent the previous 17 years at the 
Eugene Water & Electric Board.  While at EWEB, Debra had the opportunity to work in or 
provide leadership to just about every functional area of the organization; when she left to join 
Central Lincoln, Debra was the Assistant Manager in charge of operations.  

Debra is not an attorney and will not be receiving any continuing education credits for her 
participation today but in honor of Halloween, she has chosen to dress the part!  Debra has a BS 
degree in business from Arizona State University.    



Anne Spangler, Snohomish County PUD 
 
Anne serves as General Counsel, and has recently completed a four month term as Interim 
CEO/General Manager, for Snohomish PUD, which serves approximately 340,000 electric 
customers in Snohomish and Island Counties in Washington State.   As General Counsel, Anne 
participates in the PUD’s Leadership Team, advises the elected Board of Commissioners, and 
advises District staff on many legal and policy issues related to the District’s operations. Prior to 
joining Snohomish PUD in 2008, Anne served as Chief Assistant City Attorney for Tacoma 
Public Utilities.  Anne’s background includes practice with the Office of the Attorney General, 
representing the State Department of Transportation, with the City of Seattle as a land-use 
litigation attorney, and with the City of Tacoma, first as advisor to the City’s wastewater, surface 
water and solid waste utilities, and later as chief counsel to Tacoma’s power, water and railroad 
utilities. Anne earned a bachelor of arts degree in anthropology from Reed College, a J.D. cum 
laude from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law, and a Utility Management 
Program Certificate from Willamette University’s Atkinson Graduate School of 
Management.  Anne has been active in the Washington State Bar Association’s Environmental 
and Land-Use Section, the Economic Alliance of Snohomish County, and a variety of other 
community organizations.  

 



Hub Adams, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Hub Adams is an attorney in the Natural Resources section of BPA’s Office of General 
Counsel.  In addition to serving as BPA’s lead NEPA attorney, for the past almost 15 years he 
has advised the agency on legal matters related to the Columbia River Treaty. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F. Lorraine Bodi 
Vice President, Environment, Fish and Wildlife 
Bonneville Power Administration 

 
 
F. Lorraine Bodi is Vice President, Environment, Fish and Wildlife and manages an organization 
responsible for providing overall management of the environmental component of BPA’s 
Transmission and Power businesses, and leading the agency in working with regional 
stakeholders to mitigate for the Federal Columbia River Power System’s impacts to fish and 
wildlife.  Lorri came to BPA in 1998 as a Senior Policy Advisor for Fish and Wildlife and helped 
shape BPA’s plans for mitigating the impacts of the hydro system on salmon and steelhead.  She 
is an attorney with over 30 years’ experience in natural resources law, fisheries, and 
hydroelectric proceedings.  Before coming to BPA, Ms. Bodi was co-Director of the Northwest 
Office of American Rivers, a national conservation group.  She has also been an attorney for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency.  
Ms. Bodi received her J.D. with honors from the George Washington University. 
 



Lydia Grimm, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Lydia started at the Bonneville Power Administration in 2003 as an attorney in the Office of 
General Counsel.  She worked primarily on Northwest Power Act fish and wildlife issues, and 
assisted in FCRPS BiOp litigation.  In 2008, she was part of the team that negotiated the 
Columbia Basin Fish Accords.  In 2012, she left the legal office to manage BPA's Environmental 
Planning and Analysis organization responsible for most of the NEPA and related environmental 
and cultural resources analysis and compliance work for projects and programs in all BPA 
business lines.  Since May of this year, she is serving as the Senior Policy Advisor to the 
Administrator for endangered species and related environmental issues.  Prior to BPA, she 
worked as an attorney for the US Forest Service in San Francisco, and for the Division of Indian 
Affairs at the Office of the Solicitor, US Department of Interior in Washington. DC. She earned 
an undergraduate degree in sociocultural anthropology from UC Berkeley, and her law degree 
from Northwestern School of Law at Lewis and Clark college, cum laude, with a certificate in 
environmental law.     
 
 



Philip Key, Bonneville Power Administration 
 
Philip Key is a senior staff attorney who joined the Bonneville Office of General Counsel in 
1990. He advises the agency on fish and wildlife mitigation issues that arise under the Pacific 
Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act, National Environmental Policy Act, 
Endangered Species Act, and other related laws.  He provides strategic legal and policy guidance 
for the agreements and transactions Bonneville undertakes to meet its statutory mitigation 
responsibilities.  Prior to working at Bonneville Mr. Key served as a judicial clerk in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Oregon.  He earned his B.A. from Reed College and his J.D. 
from Lewis and Clark Law School. 



HELEN M. HIERSCHBIEL, OREGON STATE BAR 
 
Helen M. Hierschbiel is General Counsel of the Oregon State Bar where, among other 
things, she gives ethics guidance to lawyers and serves as liaison to the Legal Ethics 
Committee. She started working at the Oregon State Bar in December 2003 in the Client 
Assistance Office, reviewing and investigating ethics complaints against lawyers. While 
at the bar, she has written over 35 articles and given over 100 presentations regarding 
lawyers’ ethical obligations. In addition, she has served as liaison to a number of OSB 
Task Forces, including the Unlawful Practice of Law Task Force and the International 
Trade in Legal Services Task Force. She has participated as a volunteer in numerous 
professional and law-related activities, including serving on the Multnomah Bar 
Association Board of Directors from June 2011 through May 2014. Prior to working for 
the Oregon State Bar, she worked in private practice in Portland, Oregon and for DNA-
Peoples Legal Services on the Navajo and Hopi Reservations in Arizona. She received 
her JD from Lewis & Clark Law School in 1991, and is licensed to practice law in 
Oregon and Arizona (inactive). 
 


