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Proposed Action:  Tapteal Bend Riparian Corridor Restoration Project (AMENDMENT) 
 
Project No:  2002-018-00 
 
Watershed Management Techniques or Actions Addressed Under This Supplement Analysis  
(See Appendix A of the Watershed Management Program EIS):  1.9 Structural Bank Protection Using 
Bioengineering Methods, 2.1 Maintain Healthy Riparian Plant Communities 
 
Location:  Benton County, Washington 
 
Proposed by:  Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and the Tapteal Bend Greenway Association 
 
Description of the Proposed Action:  The Bonneville Power Administration is proposing to fund the 
restoration of approximately 500 feet of streambank along the Yakima River at river mile 8, upstream of the 
Van Giesen Bridge on SR 224, in and between Richland and West Richland, Washington.  This project will 
also include the acquisition of 5.5 acres of the Clarence M. Elstad property.  A previous Supplement 
Analysis to the Watershed Management Program (DOE/EIS-0265/SA-173) dated August 11, 2004, for this 
project included the acquisition of Fox Island which is no longer part of this project.  The proposed project 
includes:  The installation of a bio-engineered streambank that incorporates barbs to capture silt and deflect 
flow, roughened rock or log toes, a riparian buffer, soil reinforcement, and bank grading.  Long-term photo-
point and plot sampling will also be implemented to evaluate the effectiveness and success of the 
restoration project. 
 
Analysis:  The NEPA compliance checklist for this project was completed by Darrel Sunday, a contractor with 
Sunday and Associates, Inc. (April 4, 2004), and meets the standards and guidelines for the Watershed 
Management Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of Decision (ROD). 
 
The Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed species that may occur in the general vicinity of the project 
area are the pygmy rabbit, bald eagle, bull trout, Ute ladies’-tresses, and mid-Columbia Steelhead.  The 
pygmy rabbit, bald eagle, and Ute ladies’Tresses are not known to occur in the immediate project 
vicinity, and it was determined that the proposed restoration project would have no effect on these 
species.  It is difficult to determine if bull trout occur within the Tapteal project area and Dave Carl of the 
Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife was contacted and concurred with this assumption.  It was 
determined that the project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect bull trout, and the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service has concurred with that determination (July 28, 2004).  For the mid-Columbia Steelhead, an 
anadromous fish species, BPA has determined that if conducted in accordance with the applicable terms and 
conditions identified in the ESA Consultation Biological Opinion (BO) and Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act Essential Fish Habitat Consultation, for BPA’s Habitat Improvement 
Program (HIP), the Tapteal Bend Restoration Project meets the requirements of consistency and no 
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further consultation is required.  ESA listed fish may be present in the project vicinity but will not be 
affected because the project does not involve instream work. 
 
In complying with the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, BPA 
contracted with the Cultural Resources Protection Program (CRPP) of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR) for cultural resource survey work.  Shawn Steinmetz prepared a 
report (December 15, 2002) concluding that there were only two isolated finds in the project area.  BPA 
and the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation have concurred with the 
conclusions and recommendations set out in the report and the determination that no historic properties 
will be affected by the current project as proposed (January 31, 2003).  In addition, the CRPP of the 
CTUIR conducted a cultural resource survey of the 5.5 acre Clarence M. Elstad property.  BPA and the 
Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation have also concurred with the 
conclusions in a report dated November 29, 2005, that the proposed project would have no effect on 
historic properties on the Elstad property.  In the unlikely event that archaeological material is discovered 
during project implementation, an archaeologist would be notified immediately and work halted in the 
vicinity of the finds until they can be inspected and assessed. 
 
Standard water quality protection procedures and Best Management Practices should be followed during the 
implementation of the Tapteal Bend Restoration project.  No construction is authorized to begin until the 
proponent has obtained all applicable local, state, and federal permits and approvals.  
 
Findings:  The project is generally consistent with Section 7.6A.2, 7.6B.3, & 7.8E.1, of the Northwest 
Power Planning Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program.  This Supplement Analysis finds 1) that the 
proposed actions are substantially consistent with the Watershed Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-
0265) and ROD, and, 2) that there are no new circumstances or information relevant to environmental 
concerns and bearing on the proposed actions or their impacts.  Therefore, no further NEPA 
documentation is required. 
 
 
 
/s/ Dawn R.. Boorse 
Dawn R. Boorse 
Environmental Specialist – KEC-4 
 
 
CONCUR: 
 
 
/s/ Katherine Pierce  DATE:  February 15, 2006 
Katherine Pierce 
NEPA Compliance Officer - KEC-4 


