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John Baugher – KEWL-4 
Fish and Wildlife Project Manager 
 
Proposed Action:  Pine Creek Conservation Area 
 
Project No.:  1998-022-00 and 2001-040-00 
 
Watershed Management Techniques or Actions Addressed Under this Supplement Analysis  (See 
App A of the Watershed Management Program FEIS):  1.8 Bank Protection Through Vegetation 
Management,  1.14 Reduce Scour and Deposition at Hydraulic Structures,  2.1 Maintain Healthy 
Riparian Plant Communities,  2.6 Native Seeds Inventories,  2.7 Avoid Exotic Species,  2.9 Vegetation 
Management: mechanical removal,  2.10 Vegetation Management: biological control,  2.11 Vegetation 
Management:  hand pulling,  2.12 Prescribed Burning,  2.15 Acquisition of Sensitive Riparian Resources,   
3.1 Plant/Protect Vegetative/Conservation Cover,  3.28 Alternative Pest Management Strategies,   
3.29 Vegetation Management: herbicide/pesticide application,  3.30 Apply Herbicides/Pesticides 
Selectively,  3.31 Herbicide/Pesticide Application Rates,  3.32 Anti-Backflow Devices on Hoses,   
3.33 Enforce Current Herbicide/Pesticide Use Regulations,  3.34 Aerial Spray Applications: Buffer 
Zones,  3.35 Aerial Spray Applications: Atmospheric Conditions,  3.37 Spill Contingency Planning,   
4.1 Irrigation Water Management,  4.2 Water Measuring Devices,  4.5 Agricultural Management 
Techniques: drip or trickle irrigation,  4.6 Sprinkler Irrigation,  4.10 Agricultural Management 
Techniques: Water Conveyance: Pipeline,  4.18 Purchase/Negotiate Water Right,  4.19 File for Instream 
Water Right,  4.22 Avoid Excess Irrigation Flows,  4.23 Intake and Return Diversion Screens,   
4.24 Protect Springs,  6.1 Deferred Grazing,  6.10 Access: fencing,  6.13 Range Seeding,   
6.14 Vegetation Stabilization: Critical Area Planting,  6.15 Vegetation Stabilization: Brush/Weed 
Management,  6.17 Wildlife Harvesting,  7.7 Reduce Risk of Road-related Surface Erosion,  7.8 Drainage 
control to minimize erosion and sedimentation,  7.13 Grade road,  7.14 Ditch and culvert cleaning,  7.15 
Grassed Road Surface Management,  7.17 Access management,  7.18 Road closure,  7.19 Water Bars,  
7.21 Relocate Roads,  8.7 Removal of introduced trees,  8.26 Aggressive fire suppression,  8.27 Natural 
fire management,  10.1 Relocate Trails and Campgrounds,  10.2 Implement Recreational Permit System,  
10.3 Improve Campground Design,  10.4 Outdoors Education Programs,  10.6 Implement Pack-in/Pack-
out Policy,  10.7 Sanitation Services,  10.8 Install Pump or Self-Composting Toilets,  10.9 Close Stream 
to Fishing to Protect Sensitive Fish Species,  10.13 Management of Off-road Vehicle (ORV) Use 
 
Location:  Wheeler County, Oregon 
 
Proposed by: Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), and the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon (CTWSRO). 
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Description of the Proposed Action:  Background  BPA and CTWSRO purchased the 24,304 acre Pine 
Creek Ranch in 1999 and the 9,253 acre Wagner Ranch in 2001 to create the Pine Creek Conservation 
Area for the purpose of managing wildlife and aquatic habitat in the John Day subbasin as partial 
mitigation for John Day Dam.  Environmental compliance for acquisition of these properties was 
described in DOE/EIS-0246/SA-07 and DOE/EIS-0265/SA-60, respectively. 
 
The property is managed by the CTWSRO with a stated goal “to achieve and maintain native habitat that 
is naturally self-sustaining”.  Where possible altered or damaged ecosystem functions will be restored 
through passive restoration techniques.  The Pine Creek and Wagner ranch properties encompass portions 
of Pine Creek and many of its tributaries as well as significant portions of Rhodes Canyon, Rattlesnake 
Canyon, Amine Canyon, Rock Canyon, Rowe Creek and other smaller tributaries in the John Day 
watershed. 
 
The project benefits a rich and diverse group of fish, wildlife, and plant species.  Pine Creek 
Conservation Area has documented the presence of 6 amphibians, 14 reptiles, 172 birds, and 67 
mammals.  Pine Creek provides spawning and rearing habitat for one of the few remaining native 
steelhead populations in the lower John Day River basin.  The property also provides important wintering 
habitat for deer and elk.  Bald eagle and steelhead are the only documented species on the endangered 
species list present on the property. 
 
BPA would fund activities described in the Pine Creek Ranch Wildlife Habitat and Watershed 
Management Plan (Management Plan) dated September 2, 2004 and approved by BPA.  Our funded 
activities would be predominantly ongoing operations and maintenance activities that would be expected 
to occur annually or periodically in the same locations.  However, there may be activities identified in the 
Management Plan that would require site specific reporting once they are identified, including relocation 
of roads, trails, and campgrounds, and vegetation management activities with herbicides or mechanical 
control if they occur in areas other than those identified in the attached environmental checklist.   
 
Some of the activities listed here were analyzed and approved in a Supplement Analysis (SA-07) to the 
Wildlife Mitigation Plan EIS (DOE/EIS-0246) when the Pine Creek Ranch property was acquired in 
1999.  This SA expands the list of covered activities and expands those activities to include the Wagner 
Ranch addition to the Conservation Area as described in the Management Plan. 
 
Analysis:  An Environmental Assessment (EA#OR-054-99-012) and Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) have been completed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) covering prescribed fire and 
control of juniper encroachment in the John Day Basin.  The EA evaluates the effects of an ongoing (10 
years) program of annual prescribed fire and the effects of controlling juniper expansion.  The CTWSRO 
will work cooperatively with the BLM in implementation of this program on Pine Creek. 
 
The compliance checklist for this project was completed by the CTWSRO and BPA and meets the 
standards and guidelines for the Watershed Management Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
and Record of Decision.  A comprehensive management plan has been prepared for the property and has 
been reviewed and approved by BPA.  The plan lists property goals and objectives, historic and current 
status, management issues, guidelines for future management, and initial management actions.  
Management actions would follow the guidelines and mitigation measures listed in the environmental 
checklist, Pine Creek Conservation Area management plan, BLM EA, Habitat Improvement Process 
Biological Opinion (for activities that would affect steelhead), and Watershed Management EIS.   
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Section 7 consultations would be conducted by BPA and the CTWSRO, as needed, prior to any activities 
that may affect species listed under the Endangered Species Act.  Site-specific surveys would be 
conducted to determine the presence or absence of these species prior to implementation of any activity 
that would affect them.   
 
Several known cultural sites are present on the property and have been documented.  A Cultural Resource 
Management Plan has been developed and would be followed.  The BLM EA also requires that a cultural 
resources evaluation be conducted prior to any prescribed fire implementation on the property.   
 
Public involvement and discussion of these proposed actions have taken place as part of the Pine Creek 
Management Plan process and the BLM EA process.  The CTWRSO has strived to work cooperatively 
with adjacent landowners, neighbors, and several local, state, and federal agencies in developing their 
management plan.  The Management Plan has been approved by the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife 
Authority and was written by Oregon State University personnel with input from the CTWRSO, Nature 
Conservancy, and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 
Findings:  The project is generally consistent with the Northwest Power Planning and Conservation 
Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program.  This Supplement Analysis finds 1) that the proposed actions are 
substantially consistent with the Watershed Management Program EIS (DOE/EIS-265) and ROD, and; 2) 
that there are no new circumstances or information relevant to environmental concerns and bearing on the 
proposed actions or their impacts.  Therefore, no further NEPA documentation is required. 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Donald Rose 1-11-05 
Donald L. Rose 
Supervisory Environmental Protection Specialist 
 
 
CONCUR: 
 
 
/s/ Thomas McKinney     DATE:  1-11-05 
Thomas C. McKinney 
NEPA Compliance Officer 
 
 
Attachments: 
NEPA Compliance Checklist 
 
 
cc: (w/attachments) 
Mr. Mark Berry, Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon 




