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     ENVIRONMENT, FISH AND WILDLIFE 

July 1, 2015 

 

In reply refer to: KEC-4 

 

To: Parties Interested in the Proposed Coyote Creek NE Land Acquisition under the 

2010 Willamette Wildlife Habitat Agreement 

 

The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is proposing to provide funds to the Oregon 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) to purchase three properties totaling 224-acres located 

west of the City of Eugene in Lane County, Oregon.  All three properties are collectively referred 

to as the Coyote Creek NE properties and are surrounded by the 59,061-acre West Eugene 

Wetlands/Spencer Creek Conservation Opportunity Area (COA) and the 5-acre Fern Ridge 

Wildlife Area COA.  When the transaction is complete, ODFW will manage these properties for 

conservation purposes.  BPA will receive a conservation easement to ensure that the habitat 

values are always protected.  This letter is being sent to inform nearby residents and other 

interested parties of this proposed land purchase, outline our process, and describe where to find 

further information.  

 

Funding this land purchase partially fulfills commitments made by BPA in the 2010 “Willamette 

River Basin Memorandum of Agreement Regarding Wildlife Habitat Protection and 

Enhancement between the State of Oregon and the Bonneville Power Administration.”  This is 

part of ongoing efforts to mitigate for the impacts to fish and wildlife from the construction and 

operation of federal flood control and hydroelectric facilities in the Willamette River Basin.  

Conserving this property provides long-lasting wildlife benefits.  When the transaction is 

complete, this property will become one of a growing network of conservation lands in the 

Willamette Valley providing important and long lasting fish and wildlife habitat benefits.  

Conserving habitat on the Coyote Creek property also partially fulfills BPA’s habitat restoration 

and protection responsibilities under the Willamette Project Biological Opinions (NMFS 2008, 

USFWS 2008). 

 

The Coyote Creek NE properties are located in the Coyote Creek drainage of the U.S. Bureau of 

Land Management's West Eugene Wetlands Area of Critical Environmental Concern.  These 

properties contain important riparian and wetland habitats and also provide opportunities for 

native wet prairie restoration and water fowl foraging.  This property provides additional wildlife 

habitat benefits by supporting connectivity between the Fern Ridge Wildlife Management Area 

and the City of Eugene’s Coyote Prairie mitigation bank.  Together, the 64,000-acre COAs 

supports valley bottom wetland, grassland, and riparian habitats with the highest remaining 

concentration of rare Willamette Valley at-risk endemic species, including the federally 
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Endangered Bradshaw's lomatium (Lomatium bradshawii), Willamette daisy (Erigeron 

decumbens), Fender's blue butterfly (Icaricia icariodes fenderi), and the federally Threatened 

Kincaid's lupine (Lupinus sulphureus ssp. kincaidii).  In addition, there are 13 Federal Species of 

Concern (four plant and nine animal species). 

 

Enclosed you will find a map of the Coyote Creek NE property.  BPA has prepared an 

environmental clearance memo and environmental checklist documenting that funding the 

purchase of this property is categorically excluded under the National Environmental Policy Act 

and that further environmental review of this funding action is therefore not required.  This 

categorical exclusion was approved on June 26, 2014 and has been posted on BPA’s website at: 

http://www.efw.bpa.gov/environmental_services/categoricalexclusions.aspx 

 

ODFW, in coordination with BPA, will develop a management plan for the property and will 

provide the public an opportunity to review and comment on the plan.  BPA must review and 

approve the plan before it can be implemented.  It is anticipated that the ODFW will restore and 

enhance habitat on the property and provide long-term stewardship of the land according to the 

actions defined in the management plan.  If BPA proposes to fund any additional activities on 

this property, we will conduct additional environmental review under NEPA and other statutes as 

appropriate. 

 

If you have any questions regarding purchase of this conservation easement please feel free to 

contact Dorie Welch with BPA at (503) 230-5479 or dwwelch@bpa.gov.  You can also call 

BPA’s toll free number (800) 622-4519; be sure to reference the “Coyote Creek NE 

Conservation Easement” in your message. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

  /s/ Donald L. Rose  

Donald L. Rose 

Supervisory Environmental Protection Specialist – KEC-4 

 

Enclosure: 

Map 

  

http://www.efw.bpa.gov/environmental_services/categoricalexclusions.aspx
mailto:dwwelch@bpa.gov


Royal
AveRoyal Ave

Ce
nt

ra
l R

d OR-126

Gr
ee

n 
Hi

ll 
Rd

W 11th Ave

Crow Rd

Co
lto

n
Wa

y

HiblerLn
Ma

ry
Le

e L
n

B enson Rd

PrinceLn

King
Arthur Ct

Ri
ch

m
on

d
St

HillaireSt

Branch Rd
Lipinsky Ln

RuthLn

Jeffrey
Way

OakdaleDr

Bonnie
Heights Rd

Sa
ttu

i
S t

Judy
Ave

Ge
nt

r y
S t

Bridges
Ln

N
Mo

de
st

o
Dr

Sa
nf

or
d

Rd

Goble Ln
Oa

kH
il l

Dr

Doble Dr

Oa
k H

ill
Ce

me
te

ry
 R

d

Che r ry

R
idg e Rd

Ha
z e

l
De

ll
R d

Ed Cone
B lvd

No rthil l

R anc hRd

Le
ga

cy
 S

t

Petzold Rd

Si esta Ln

Crow Rd

Avalon St

Gim
pl

Hil
l Rd

Ke l

lm
or

eR
d

Pi
ne

Gr
ov

e
Rd

Fi
r B

ut
te

 R
d

Fi
sh

er
 R

d

Pi
ck

e n
s R

d

Gr
ee

n 
Hi

ll 
Rd

D u
kh

ob
ar Rd

Halderson Rd

Royal Ave

Cantrell Rd

UV126

AAmmaaz zoon n

CCrreeeekk

MM ii dd dd ll ee FF oo rr kk

CC oo yy oo tt ee CC rr ee ee kk

WWiill lloo wwCC rreeeekk

SSp peenncceerr
C Cr reeeekk

CC ooyyoo tteeCC rr ee eekk

AA mm aa zz oonn CCrreeee kk

DDii vvee rr ss ii oo nn CC hhaannnneell

"J

"J

"J
EugeneEugene

PortlandPortland

SpringfieldSpringfield

Coyote Creek NE - Public Notification Map
Lane County, OR
224 Acres

²
6/9/2014

Map
AreaSubject Property

0 1Miles

!(

Eugene


