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Dan Seligman
Columbia Research Corporation

PO Box 99249

Seattle, WA 98139
FOIA #BPA-2013-01651-F

Dear Mr. Seligman:

This is a final response to your request for records that you made to the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552. 

You requested the following:

1. A copy of all "legal hold" or "document hold" notice(s) from BPA's Office of General Counselor from the U.S. Department of Energy since January 1, 2010, telling BPA employees not to destroy written or electronic documents (including emails) related to BPA's veterans hiring practices or allegations of bias or allegations of retaliation.

2. The distribution list for the "legal hold" or "document hold notice(s).
Response:

The enclosed documents are released with certain information withheld pursuant to Exemptions 5 & 6 of the FOIA.
Exemption 5 protects documents prepared by an attorney in contemplation of litigation. The FOIA explains that litigation need never have actually commenced, so long as specific claims have been identified which make litigation probable.
BPA asserts Exemption 6 for information which could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy if disclosed. The withheld information consists of the names and email addresses of some individuals – individuals who, due to their non-decision making positions within BPA – should not be exposed to an unwarranted invasion of privacy.  There is no public interest in the disclosure of this information because it does not shed any light on how BPA has performed its statutory duties. Therefore, the individual privacy interest outweighs the public interest in the disclosure of this information.
Pursuant to 10 CFR 1004.8, if you are dissatisfied with this determination, or the adequacy of the search, you may appeal this FOIA response in writing within 30 calendar days of receipt of a final response letter. The appeal should be made to the Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, HG-1, Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20585-1615. The written appeal, including the envelope, must clearly indicate that a FOIA Appeal is being made.

There are no fees associated with this request.
Please contact Kim Winn, FOIA Specialist, at 503-230-5273 with any questions about this letter.

Sincerely,

Christina J. Munro

Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer
Enclosure
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