Department of Energy
Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621
Portland, Oregon 97208-3621
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT/PRIVACY PROGRAM

April 8, 2014
In reply refer to: D-B1
Ted Sickinger
The Oregonian
1320 SW Broadway
Portland, OR 97201

FOIA #BPA-2014-00507-F
Dear Mr. Sickinger:
This is a final response to your request for Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) records under
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Your request was originally received in our
office on July 17, 2013. Per a conversation with you on January 22, 2014, this is a release of
information to an amended version of that request.
You requested:
Your initial request was for “all e-mail to and from Steve Wright between Jan. 1, 2010, and present
day that mention the Office of Inspector General, (OIG) the U.S. Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) or DOE Human Capital, or any inquiries, reviews and investigations into BPA hiring and
promotion practices.” Upon contact by this office, you agreed to create a special request for
electronic copies of all email to and from Steve Wright between January 1, 2010, and present day,
concerning the Chief Public Affairs Officer recruitment. This is the response to that separate request.
Response:
We have located 10 pages of material responsive to your request. We are releasing one page in full
and releasing nine pages with redactions for non-responsiveness or protection under Exemption 6.
The Freedom of Information Act generally requires the release of all government records upon
request. However, FOIA permits withholding certain, limited information that falls under one or
more of nine statutory exemptions (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(1-9)).
Exemption 6 of the FOIA authorizes the withholding of agency records containing the names and
addresses and other personal information of individuals. This exempts from disclosure information
about individuals in “personnel and medical files and similar files” where the disclosure of such
information “would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.” The term
“similar files” is read quite broadly, and the records you seek would be considered such files. The
withheld information consists of the names of non-Federal individuals not chosen for the position,
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personal contact information, including personal email addresses, and information regarding BPA
personnel actions.
Exemption 6 requires balancing the public interest, if any, against the individual privacy interest at
issue. The employees affected by disclosure have a significant privacy interest in the personal
information contained therein in order to be free from possible unwanted intrusion into their personal
lives. This information is not relative to the operations of the agency or the federal government, the
core purpose of FOIA. Because no public interest relative to the core purpose of FOIA would be
served by disclosure of this personal information, and because there is a viable privacy interest
which would be threatened by such disclosure, Exemption 6 authorizes the withholding of this
material.
The personal information protected by Exemption 6 is not the type of information ordinarily
considered appropriate for discretionary FOIA disclosure in accordance with 10 C.F.R. § 1004.1.
The right of privacy belongs to the individual, not to BPA. Therefore, we cannot discretionarily
disclose this information, and did not analyze the information for discretionary disclosure.
I am the denying official for this request.
Pursuant to Department of Energy FOIA regulations at 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8, you may challenge this
decision or the adequacy of the search by appealing this response in writing within 30 calendar days.
If you choose to appeal, please include the following:
(1)
(2)
(3)

The nature of your appeal - denial of records, partial denial of records, lack of
responsive records, or denial of fee waiver;
Any legal authorities relied upon to support the appeal; and
A copy of the determination letter.

Clearly mark both your letter and envelope with the words “FOIA Appeal,” and direct it to the
following address:
Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals:
Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue SW
Washington DC 20585-1615
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I appreciate the opportunity to assist you. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Winn,
FOIA Public Liaison, at 503-230-5273.
Sincerely,

/s/Christina J. Munro
Christina J. Munro
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer
Enclosure

