
T op 	 Department of Energy 

Bonneville Power Administration 
0 	

P.O. Box 3621 
Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

ITES ° 	
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT PROGRAM 

December 30, 2014 

In reply refer to: FOIA #BPA-20 15-00273-F 

Friends of the Wild Swan 
Attn: Arlene Montgomery 
P0 Box 103 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Ms. Montgomery: 

We have received your request for records under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 
552). Thank you for your interest in the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). Your request 
was received in this office on December 3, 2014, and has been assigned control number 
BPA-201 5-00273-F, Please use this number in any correspondence with the agency about your 
request. 

You requested: 
"1) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the 
Bonneville Power Administration and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding dam operations 
in bull trout critical habitat since November 17, 2010. 
2) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the 
Bonneville Power Administration and other federal agencies regarding darn operations in bull 
trout critical habitat since November 17, 2010. 
3) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the 
Bonneville Power Administration and state agencies regarding dam operations in bull trout 
critical habitat since November 17, 2010. 
4) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the 
Bonneville Power Administration and agricultural or energy interests in bull trout critical habitat 
since November 17, 2010. 
5) Any and all documents that are the result of consultation between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Bonneville Power Administration regarding dam operations in bull trout critical 
habitat since November 17, 2010." 

In a letter dated December 12, 2014, you revised your request to the following: 

"All documents regarding dam operations within the Federal Columbia River Power System 
affecting bull trout critical habitat from November 17, 2010 to present. This should include 



documents, correspondence, communications, formal and informal re-consultations between the 
USFWS and Bonneville Power Administration. 

For example, BPA informed us that they are currently engaged in consultation with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and US Fish and Wildlife Service on the effects of the 
operation and maintenance of the Federal Columbia River Power System on bull trout critical habitat 
since February 2011. 

BPA also informed us that they consulted with and received a programmatic biological opinion from 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service for BPA's Habitat Improvement Program in November 2013. 

This request excludes any contracts relating to bull trout habitat restoration or dam 
improvements for fish passage." 

We have reviewed your request and determined that it addresses all of the criteria of a proper 
request under the FOTA and the Department of Energy's FOJA regulations at Title 10, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 1004. Your request for a waiver of fees is granted. 

Unusual/exceptional circumstances: 
Under FOJA, an agency may extend the normal 20-day deadline by an additional ten business 
days if "unusual circumstances" exist (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B)(i)). Unusual circumstances 
include the need to search records located in field facilities, requests for a voluminous amount of 
records, and requests that require consultation with other agencies or agency components 
including Department of Energy headquarters. If an agency cannot fulfill the request within the 
30 working days provided by the extended deadline, agencies must (a) notify the requester and 
(b) work with the requester to modify or limit the scope of the request or arrange an alternative 
time frame for processing (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B)(ii)). 

Due to the involvement of other agencies in your request, consultation with them on any 
documents that originated with that agency would be required. Because the time frame for 
completing this broad request would be outside of the permissible 30-day extended deadline, we 
contacted you to discuss the possibility of modifying or limiting your request to permit faster 
processing. 

In a conference call on Friday, December 19, 2014, you met with Sarah McNary, John Barco, 
Rose Francis and Kim Winn to discuss narrowing your request. In that conversation John Barco 
explained that a great deal of dam operations information, including meeting minutes is posted 
on the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers website. You stated that you would accept the link to that 
site to satisfy your request for documents related to dam operations in the FCRPS. 

Sarah McNary explained that during the FCRPS ESA consultation process with USFWS, on bull 
trout critical habitat, BPA is not currently engaging in discussions or meetings with power 
customers, river users or other outside organizations on that consultation. Ms. McNary also 
disclosed that BPA is in the process of developing a draft that is scheduled to be sent to U.S. Fish 



& Wildlife in the summer of 2015; after which further discussions with other agencies would be 
held. 

John Barco stated that the BPA habitat improvement program (HIP III) biological opinion is 
public. You stated that a link to that information would satisfy your request. 

Partial response: 
This is a partial response to your request for information dated December 12, 2014. 

In regard to your request for information related the FCRPS dam operations, BPA is providing a 
link to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers webpage for the Technical Management Team (TMT) 
documents: http://www.nwd-wc.usace.arrn.rniIItrnt/. The Water Management Plan, Fish 
Operations Plan, etc. are located under Documents on the right hand side of the page. 

In regard to BPA's Habitat Improvement Program (HIP), the HIP III Programmatic BiOp can be 
found at: h ttp ://efw.bpa.gov/environmental  services/endange reds pecies.aspx. Please note, 
the HIP III BiOp Handbook is located on the right hand side of the page, along with the 
accompanying guidance documents. These documents should provide the information you are in 
search of 

To conclude, BPA is continuing to work on our final response regarding your request for 
documents on BPA's consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of 
Reclamation, and US Fish and Wildlife Service, on the effects of the operation and maintenance 
of the Federal Columbia River Power System on bull trout critical habitat since February 2011. 
We estimate that we will be able to complete that part of your request by Friday, January 30, 
2015. 

I appreciate the opportunity to assist you. Should you have any questions about this letter, please 
contact Kim Winn, FOIA Public Liaison, at 503-230-5273, or via email at kswinn@bpa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

C. M. Frôs 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 
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February 9, 2015 

In reply refer to: FOIA #BPA-2015-00273-F 

Friends of the Wild Swan 
Attn: Arlene Montgomery 
P0 Box 103 
Bigfork, MT 59911 

Ms. Montgomery: 

This is a final response to your request for Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) records under the Freedom 
of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552. Your request was received in our office on December 3, 2014, 
with an acknowledgement and partial response letter sent to you on 
December 30, 2014. 

You requested: 
"1) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the Bonneville Power 
Administration and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding dam operations in bull trout critical habitat since 
November 17, 2010. 
2) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the Bonneville Power 
Administration and other federal agencies regarding dam operations in bull trout critical habitat since 
November 17, 2010. 
3) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the Bonneville Power 
Administration and state agencies regarding dam operations in bull trout critical habitat since November 17, 
2010. 
4) Any and all communications, meeting minutes and other correspondence between the Bonneville Power 
Administration and agricultural or energy interests in bull trout critical habitat since November 17, 2010. 
5) Any and all documents that are the result of consultation between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Bonneville Power Administration regarding dam operations in bull trout critical habitat since November 17, 
2010." 

In a letter dated December 12, 2014, you revised your request to the following: 

"All documents regarding dam operations within the Federal Columbia River Power System affecting bull 
trout critical habitat from November 17, 2010 to present. This should include documents, correspondence, 
communications, formal and informal re-consultations between the USFWS and Bonneville Power 
Administration. 

For example, BPA informed us that they are currently engaged in consultation with the U.S. Army 



Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and US Fish and Wildlife Service on the effects of the operation 
and maintenance of the Federal Columbia River Power System on bull trout critical habitat since February 
2011. 

BPA also informed us that they consulted with and received a programmatic biological opinion from the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service for BPA's Habitat Improvement Program in November 2013. 

This request excludes any contracts relating to bull trout habitat restoration or dam improvements for fish 
passage." 

Response: 
We conducted a search of the paper and electronic records of John Barco, Sarah McNary and the Policy and 
Planning Office of BPA' s Environment, Fish & Wildlife business line. We have located 12 pages of material 
responsive to your request. We are releasing these records in full. 

There are no fees associated with this request. 

Appeal: 
You may still seek administrative appeal pursuant to Department of Energy FOTA regulations at 10 C.F.R. § 
1004.8 if you feel the search was not adequate. If you choose to appeal, you must do so in writing within 30 
days, and include the following information: 

(1) The nature of your appeal - denial of records, partial denial of records, adequacy of search, or 
denial of fee waiver; 

(2) Any legal authorities relied upon to support the appeal; and 
(3) A copy of this determination letter. 

Clearly mark both your letter and envelope with the words "FOIA Appeal," and direct it to the following 
address: 

Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals 
Department of Energy 

1000 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20585-1615 

I appreciate the opportunity to assist you. If you have any questions, please contact Kim Winn, FOIA Public 
Liaison, at 503-230-5273. 

Sincerely, 

C. M. Frost 
Freedom of Information Act Officer 

Enclosure: Responsive documents 

Pj 



1

Barco III,John W (BPA) - A-7

Subject: FCRPS AA/USFWS - Bull Trout CH Consultation - coordination
Location: Terry Rabot's Office USFWS - conf # 503 230-3344 passcode 6011

Start: Mon 2/14/2011 3:00 PM
End: Mon 2/14/2011 4:00 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Organizer: McNary,Sarah R - A-7
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Barco III,John W (BPA) - A-7

Subject: Updated: Action Agencies Bull Trout Consultation Kick Off
Location: BPA HQ 376; Bridge 503-230-3344, p/c 2354

Start: Thu 4/7/2011 12:30 PM
End: Thu 4/7/2011 2:30 PM

Recurrence: (none)

Organizer: Lane,Dominic P - PGB-5

 




