
September 8, 2016 

Department of Energy 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

FREEDOM OF IN FORMATION ACT/PRIVACY PROGRAM 

In reply refer to: FOIA #BPA-20 16-0 1355-F 

Allan Lemley 
Lemley Ranch LLC 
9835 SW 25th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97219 
alemley@oneeightyfilms.com 

Dear Mr. Lemley: 

This communication serves as the Bonneville Power Administration' s (BPA) final response to 
your Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA) request BPA-2016-01355-F. Your request was 
received in this office on August 23, 2016. Your request was acknowledged on August 30,2016. 

Request 
" ... any and all information, past and present, containing or concerning the Buckley Substation 
geotechnical report. The Buckley Substation is on our land in Sherman County, Oregon ... " 

Response 
In accord with the FOIA requirements and practices, BPA conducted electronic searches of 
records associated with the following agency offices: 

Civil Design 
Transmission Engineering 
Real Property Services 

Records responsive to your request were located. In accord with the FOIA, BPA is herein 
releasing 40 pages of responsive agency records to you with no redactions. Your FOIA request 
BPA-2016-01355-F is closed, with all available agency records provided. Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. 
§ 1004.7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the determination of the information 
described above. 

Fee 
There are no FOIA fees applicable to the fulfillment of your request for BP A records. 



Appeal 
This decision, as well as the adequacy of the search, may be appealed within 90 calendar days 
from your receipt of this letter pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8. Appeals should be addressed to: 

Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
HG-1, L'Enfant Plaza 

U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20585-1615 

The written appeal, including the envelope, must clearly indicate that a FOIA appeal is being 
made. You may also submit your appeal to OHA.filings@hq.doe.gov, including the phrase 
"Freedom of Information Appeal" in the subject line. The appeal must contain all of the 
elements required by 10 C.F .R. § 1004.8, including a copy of the determination letter. 
Thereafter, judicial review will be available to you in the Federal District Court either: 1) in the 
district where you reside; 2) where you have your principal place of business; 3) where DOE's 
records are situated; or 4) in the District of Columbia. 
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You may contact BP A's FOIA Public Liaison, Sarah Westenberg, at the address at the letter 
header for any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request. Additionally, you 
may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives 
and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact 
information for OGJS is as follows: 

Office of Government Infonnation Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Telephone: 202-741-5770; Toll free: 1-877-684-6448; Facsimile: 202-741-5769 

If you have questions about this communication, you may contact James King (CorSource 
Technology Group, Inc.), assigned to the BPA FOIA office, at 503-230-7621. 

Sincerely, 

C. M. Frost 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer 

Responsive Records Attached 
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United States Government Department of Energy
Bonneville Power Administrationmemorandum 

                         
 

       DATE: 7/8/09 
  

  

  REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

   

Jessica Hamilton, Civil Engineering Student (SCEP) 
 

 

SUBJECT: 

  

   

Buckley Substation Microwave Tower Investigation 
 

Amy Freel, Project Manager  
 
This memorandum provides the results of a foundation investigation for a proposed microwave 
tower at the Buckley Substation.  Two alternative locations were explored, one site at the storage 
yard and one site site east of the existing parking lot.  The purpose of this memorandum is to 
present the results of the explorations and provide recommendations for tower foundation 
design.   
 
Buckley Substation is located in central Oregon on a basalt terrace covered with a layer of fine 
sandy silt soil.  The area around the Substation is essentially flat, though the surrounding 
topography is gently sloped.  
 
The investigation consisted of excavating two test pits at locations shown on the attached site 
plan.  Test pits were excavated with a rubber tire, 580 Super L backhoe.  Test pits extended to 
refusal on hard basalt rock which was encountered at depths ranging from 4 to 4.5 feet below 
existing grade, as shown on the attached Site Plan.  Material overlying rock generally consists of 
loose to medium dense brown sandy silt.  The site in the existing storage yard also contained 
some gravel to cobble-sized angular basalt fragments within the silty soils, likely a result of the 
substation grading.  Representative photos of test pits are attached.   
 
Foundation support for the proposed tower can be provided by slab or spread footings bearing 
on the underlying rock encountered at depths of 4 to 4.5 feet.  Foundations constructed on the 
basalt bedrock may be designed to impose bearing pressures up to a recommended maximum 
value of 8,000 pounds per square foot.  This value applies to the total of dead plus permanently 
and/or frequently applied live loads and may be increased by 1/3 to include seismic and/or edge 
pressures due to overturning moments. 
 
Attachments:  Site Plan showing test pit locations, depth to rock, and photo locations 
            Test Pit Photos (1 page) 
 
CC:  
Nancy Jacobsen: TFDB- THE DALLES 
Amanda Williams: TELD-TPP-3 
Kerry Cook: TELF-TPP-3 
Eric Matteld: TECT-CSB-1 
Mason Tabata: TECT-CSB-1 

               TO: 



 

Slide scarp above road 

Test Pit 2, 
Spoils 

Looking down the center of the slide 

Test Pit 1, Loose sandy silt 
Approx. 4 ft to bedrock 

Slide scarp along shoulder of road 

 

Buckley Substation; Test Pits performed 6/29/09 

Test Pit 1 with spoils 

Test Pit 2, Loose to medium 
dense sandy silt; Approx. 
4.5 ft. to bedrock 
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Option A- no test pit due to fairly
uniform bedrock conditions and 
existing security equipment
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Test Pit 2, Option C
Approx. 4.5 ft to bedrock
Loose to med. dense brown fine sandy silt
NOTE- waterline approx. 30 ft. in from 
E. fence
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Test Pit 1, Option B
46" to bedrock (approx. 4 ft)
Loose brown fine sandy silt
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