
September 26, 2017 

Department of Energy 

Bonneville Power Administration 
P.O. Box 3621 

Portland, Oregon 97208-3621 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT PROGRAM 

In reply refer to: FOIA #BPA-2017-00501-F 

Mr. Jim Lee 
Rotschy, Inc. 
9210 NE 62nd Ave. 
Vancouver, WA 98665 
Jim.lee@rotschyinc.com 

Mr. Lee: 

This is a final response to your request for Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) records 
under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U .S.C. § 552. Your request was received in our office 
on January 19, 2017. We previously provided a set of responsive records to you on or about July 
7, 2017. 

You requested 
" . . . information regarding the easements and right-of-way's that BPA has for their 
transmission lines in Clark County Washington . .. specifically ... [a] map of all the 
transmission lines in Clark County Washington; a list of what properties along these 
transmission lines that are fee ownership in Clark County Washington; a list of the fee 
properties along these transmission lines that are fee ownership that BP A currently has a 
lease agreement in Clark County Washington; a copy of the current lease agreements 
along these transmission lines that are fee ownership in Clark County Washington." 

Response 
The records already produced included 57 pages of contracts from BPA' s offices of Real 
Property Services and Transmission Account Services and excluded 11 pages of responsive 
records that required additional processing under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4). Further processing is 
concluded, and we are releasing the outstanding records in full with the exception of minimal 
redactions under 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6) (Exemption 6) to protect personal privacy. 

The Freedom of Infonnation Act generally requires the release of all government records upon 
request. However, FOIA permits withholding certain, limited information that falls under one or 
more of nine statutory exemptions (5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(l-9)). 
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Explanation of Exemption 6 
Exemption 6 protects information in "personnel and medical files and similar files" when the 
disclosure of such information "would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy" (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)). Exemption 6 requires balancing the public interest in the 
information against the individual privacy interest at issue. Here, we assert this exemption to 
redact individuals' names, personal addresses, and signatures. We find that the limited public 
interest does not outweigh the privacy concerns of the individuals. Information that falls under 
Exemption 6 cannot be discretionarily released; the right of privacy belongs to the individual, not 
to the agency. Therefore, we did not analyze this information under the discretionary release 
guidelines in Attorney General Holder's March 19,2009, FOIA Memorandum. 

Privacy Act 
Certain records about individuals are protected by the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. § 552a). Privacy 
Act Systems of Records are groups of records under agency control "from which information is 
retrieved by the name of the individual or by some identifying number, symbol, or other 
identifying particular" (5 U.S.C. § 552a(d)(5)). Privacy Act System ofRecords DOE-24, Land 
Records System, includes information about individuals "from whom or to whom . .. [the] 
Bonneville Power Administration [has] acquired or given interests in land," as well as 
"description[ s] of land tract, type of agreement, [and] rights granted or received." The responsive 
records include leases with individuals, and these leases are Privacy Act records. 

Privacy Act records can be disclosed if required by the Freedom oflnformation Act (5 U.S.C. § 
552a(b)(2)). As explained above, these Privacy Act records are being disclosed as required by 
FOIA. 

Certification 
Your FOIA request BPA-2017-00501-F is now closed with all available and responsive agency 
records provided. Pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004. 7(b)(2), I am the individual responsible for the 
records release and exemption detenninations described above. 

Fee 
There are no FOIA fees applicable to the fulfillment of your request for BP A records. 

Appeal 
This decision, as well as the adequacy of the search, may be appealed within 90 calendar days 
from your receipt ofthis letter pursuant to 10 C.F.R. § 1004.8. Appeals should be addressed to: 

Director, Office of Hearings and Appeals, 
HG-1 , L'Enfant Plaza 

U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20585-1615 

The written appeal , including the envelope, must clearly indicate that a FOIA appeal is being 
made. You may also submit your appeal to OHA.filings@hq.doe.gov, including the phrase 
"Freedom oflnformation Appeal" in the subject line. The appeal must contain all of the 



elements required by 10 C.P.R. § 1004.8, including a copy of the determination letter. 
Thereafter, judicial review will be available to you in the Federal District Court either: 1) in the 
district where you reside; 2) where you have your principal place of business; 3) where DOE's 
records are situated; or 4) in the District of Columbia. 

3 

You may contact BP A's FOIA Public Liaison, Sarah Westenberg, at the address on this letter 
header for any further assistance and to discuss any aspect of your request. Additionally, you 
may contact the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) at the National Archives 
and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA mediation services they offer. The contact 
information for OGIS is as follows: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road-OGIS 
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001 

E-mail: ogis@nara.gov 
Phone: 202-741-5770; Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448; Fax: 202-741-5769 

If you have questions about this communication, you may contact Anita H. Guidoux, ACS 
Professionals, assigned to the BPA FOIA office, at ahguidoux@bpa.gov and 503-230-4704. 

Sincerely, 

C. M. Frost 
Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Officer 

Enclosure: Responsive documents 
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